ARACTED Re, 


$ OF A 

"SINGER E HEART, 
ES And the Reds 

of CO M FOR TS thereof; 

; Colletted out of the, 

WORD OF GOD, 


By 
HEN, WILK INSON,D.D. 


Late Principal of Xagdalen Hal 
ih the Univerſity of OXFORD, 


” 
eres 
a 


— 


ET —— 
—— 


1 Sam. 16, 7. 


Man looketh en the outward Appearance, bat 
*— Lord looketh on the heart. 


Pſal. 51. 
Behold thou deſi reſt truth in _ inward parts * 
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_j Anno Domini, 16 7 4, 


Tothe much Honoured and vir- 
twns Lady HEST £E R 
HAONTYWOOD off 
Marks-Hall s2 the County of 
of Ellex: 


Grace, Mercy, and Peace from God 
our Father, and Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, 


Fonoured Madame, 


A RÞBEDICATIONS of Bookg 
1 (45) 1 to Perſons of great rank. 
erage and Quality, are of preat 


antiquity , for St. Luke Dedicates Lu'e x. 


twoT, reatiſes To the moſt excellent 
Theophilus. And now a daies it's 

aſual to dedicate Books to ſuch Per- 
ſonages, who are (probably) ready 

to approve them by their Fatropage 
_ and practice, 
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a 


AM 1, 


Rev.2.25. 


Heb. 10.23» 
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The EPISTLE 

Asto my own concernment,l the ra. 
ther prefix your nams to this little 
Treatiſe, not only to acknowledge 
with all thankfulneſs, the many great 
Favours , which T have received 
from you , but eſpeciall» Þ am en- 
ceuraged to preſent thoſe things 
to your view whereof you have had 
ſo large experience as you can give 
Teitimony to the truth of them, both 
as to your judgement and affetions. 
I therefore am your remembrancer 

of thoſe things, whereof (as I doubt 
not ) you bave experimental know- 
ledge, and my deſign is to comfort 
you with thoſe comforts, wherewith 
F my ſe!f have been comforted : It's 
the charge which the Angel gives 
unto the Church of Thyatira...- But 
that which you have already, hold 
taſt : And the Apoſile's charge is ſu- 
table uhto that,--- Lec us hold faſt 
the proteflion of our faich without 
wavecring, (for he is faithful that 


promiſed, ) 


"DED C-A 'X $5 > 4 
promiſed. ) Likewſ#e for ſelf ex1- 
mination , and tryal of our eviden. 
ces, for heaven , we axe. frequently. 
commanded, »- More partienlarly SE, 
Paul chargeth the Corinthians, and 
Ss as well as them.-- Examine your 
ſelves : know ye not your own 
ſclves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in 
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You being (Madam) an old Di- 
ſeiple, and an experienced Chriſtian, 
cannot but know, that it's aduty of 
great concernments and inan cfpecial 
manner incumbent upon all faithful 
Miniſters to endeavour in their 
Preaching to diſtinguiſh the pr etions 
from the wile : for ſo ſaith the Lord 


to the P rophet Jeremiah, It {how te, 15.17 


take 
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take forthrhe pretions from the vile, 
thou ſhalc be as my muurh: letthem 
return unto thee bur return thou not 
to them. 
Onr bleſſed Lord and Sawiour, the 
beft Example and the cxaStefs Pat» 
tern for our imitation . in that in- 
comparable Sermon which he Preachs 
ed in the Mount,makes mention of (e- 
ven Bearitudes, each of them being 
a rare diſtriminati'g charafter , 
whereby good and bad, bleſſed and 
curſed, are diſtinguiſhed one from as 
mother : For if the poor in / pirit be 
bleſſed,then the rich <<» proud m ſpi- 
rit are cnrſcd,e? if the pure in heart be 
bleſſed, then the impu-e in heart muſt 
be curſed, &c. Becauſe of Contra« 
rieties there are contrary conſequen= 
ces. And Chrivt himſelf is the beſt 
Interpreter of himſelf , for when 
he pronounced bleſſings upon ſuch as 
were poor, and hungred, and wepr, 
be pronounced woes againſt ſuch as 
were 
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were rich and full, and of whom all 
men ſpeak well. | 
Likewiſe our Saviour ſhewes the 
abſolute and indiſpenſeble neceiſity of 
Regeneration and being born from 
above, as may appear by Chriſts an- 
wer to Nichodemus,-- Jeſus anſwer- 
ed,and ſaid unto him, Verily,verily 
I ſay unto thee , except a man be 
born again he cannot ice the king- 
dome of God, And Regeneration 


7s a Chara&eriſtick note of diftinfti- 
.0n between the old and new birth, 


Farther , Chri$t puts a vaſt differs 
ence between a good and a bad tree : 


For (ſaith he) A good tree cannot 


| bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 


corrupt tree bring torth good fruit, 
Every tree that bringeth not good 
fruit is hewen down, and caſt into 
the fier , wherefore by their fruits 
you ſhall know them : Aud Chrift 


makes Loveone to another , a mark 


ef his Diſciples- 
And 


lol. 3» 3» 


Marr. 7. 


I8, 19, 23 » 
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And after Chrifts Example, his 
Ap-Rles liy down marks and fipnes 

to d:tingu:ſh the good from the batl; 
F*y :nſtance, How frequently doth]1 
St. John pyeſ# the grace of love, and 

lays it down as an infallible fign 0 

one that 15 tranſlate from death to 
[;fe -We know that we have paſſed 
= *frum death to life, becauſe we loye 
the Brethren : He that loveth not 

his Brother abideth in death, Saint 

Peter expreſly manifeſts what we 

:...;, ſhould avoid --- Wherefore laying 
>; Aafideall malice and guile, and by-! 
pocyfics , and envies, and all eyit| 
Ipeakings,e9c and he injoynes what 
we ſhould reduce untoprattice, As) 


F 
7 
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new born babes , deſire the fincere! | 
milk ofthe word, that ye may grow | | 
thereby. And it follows by way of || 
Charatter, repreſenting ſuch who are 
new born babes in theſe words. Ifſo 
be that ye have taſted that the Lord. 
: £7-417-15 gracious, Saint Paul gives an e- 
L widen, 
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his |wident fign of ſuch who are in Chriſt 
tes [by the new Crerture wrought inthent, 
1t;| Thefore it any man be in Chriſt he 
this a new Creature : old things are 
\paſt away, behold al! things are be- 


Garun a ar " 


come new. And, to mention only one F 

more ſcripture to this purpcſe, The g 
ed} Apotile diſcovers a oreat d:fference {4 
vel b:t:reen the old man and the new,and EE | 
oth thas preſſeth our duty upon ws + If mips 72 


int | ſo bethar ye have been taught by 
e\ him as the truth js in J<{15, Thar ye 
ng | put of concerning the tormer con. | 
y-1 verſ{arion, the old man which is cor. fl 
vit j rupt according.to thedeceitfu] laſts: 
at} And be renewtd in the ſpirit of 


As! your minde ; and that yepur on the 

re! new man, which af:er Cod is crea- 

w | ted in righteouſneſs, and true holi- 
of | nels. : | y 
re Now having ſuch abundant war- | 
fo| yt fromthe example of chriſt and 

rt} his Apoſiles , I queſtion not in the _ 
oo leaZt, | 
"t 


ſlate, and to diſtingu:ſh ſincere and\, 


© 1n Sardis write, theſe things faith he 


The EPISTLE 

leaſt, but that in the exerciſe of our 1 
Miniſtry we are obliged according to 
the Rul, of the word of Gods to lay 


down charaGers of a Regenerate e- 


real Profeſſors, from ſuch who are |. 
only Nominal and Hypocritical, |, 
Many there are who name the name | 
of chriſt, but depart not from int« | 
quity : But it's the expreſs command 
of the word: And let every one 
that nameth the name of Chriſt de- © 
part from iniquity. Many there are 
that content themſelves with the An- | 
gel of the Charch of Sardis , to have / 
only a bare name to live ;, But heis | 


reproved by Chriſt, Rev, 3. 1, 2+ | 
| 


' 


And unto the Angel of the Church 


O 
\ 
$| 
that hath the feaven ſpirits of Cod, t 
and the feaven Stars , | know thy 
l 


works, that thon haſt a name , that ' 


liveft andart dead, Bewatchful and 
; ſtrengthen | 
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of renothen the chinos that are ready 
g to o dye : tv; | have nuvi found thy 
+ ork« periect betore God, Many 

6 there are who reſt ſatisfied with a 
ng (bare form,and deny the power of god- 
meſs : But the A poſtles command 
js --- Having a form of godlineſe, : Tin.;. 5 
+», Put denying the power thereot : 
a; from ſuch turn away. 
we] The S incerity of the Heart is that 
bh prbich God requires. Behold thou DN 
le. defireth truth in the inward parts ; Jolhergetg 
Ls God muſt be feared and ſerved in +24 
1. fincerity and in truth : God is a 
ſpirit, ard bis worſh:p wuft be « [pr- 
[ritual worſhip : So faith our Sant 
lour, God iS A {pirir and they that 
worſhip him, muſt worf!\p him in 
ſpirit, and in trath, The traits of 
I. the ſvirtt are york 2: uh Dy the Ae 
po$t» to be 11 all gondacts , righte- 
oulnel(s and truth. Goodneſs mav Epi. x. g 
4 [be reckoned to the duties of the firſt 
Table, 


are 


al. 


UE 


n | 
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Table, and righteouſneſs to the duties 
| of the ſecond Table, but Truth (i e,) bv 
Sincerity, refers to both Tables reſ<1( 
| peGively. Smcertty is the ground 
1 of re Joycing, For ( ſaith the Apoſtle) b 
e312 Qur rejoycing is this, the Teſtimoe ſir 
ny of our Conſcience, thar in fim- IC 
i plicity, and godly ſincerity , not 
with fleſhly wiſdome , but by the 
grace of God, we have had our 

conyerſation, and more abundantl 
to you ward, And the ſame Apo- 
Pl. 1. 10. $Hle prayes for the Philippians, That 
ye may approve things that are ex= 
cellent, that ye may be fincere, and 
without offence till the day of 
Chriſt. And although he is ſenſible 
of his own, and of his Brethrens in- 
ſufficiency for the great work, of the 
Miniftry, as may appear by that 
Oueſtion which be propounds : And 
z Cor.- 6, WHO is ſufficient for theſe things ? 
Tet be makes this profeſſion of his 


own, 


%, 7a DO Go thang 
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») own, and b3s brethrens ſincerity, For 
ſ<I[(/aith be.) we are nor as many , 
:d fkwyhich corrupt the word of God : 

e) [but as of ſincerity , butas of God 
Os [in the fight of God , ſpeak we in 
n- Chriſt, 


oth Todraw to a cloſe of this Epiftle: 
Ir is the ſincerity of the Heart which 
both to Miniſters and people is a 
y great ground of conſolation, The 
grand deſign which 1 only drive at 
inthis ſmall Treatiſe, 3s to flir up 
my ſelf and others, that every one in 
good earneſt may Chatechiſe his own 
heart, and proponnd this great need- 
le ful Oueflion. [s my heart ſincere 
with God 2 For anſwer to this 
queſtion, I have by way of Chara- 
Ger , according to the Rule of the 
word of God, endeavoured to declare 
in ſeveral particulars, wherein the 


a ſincerity of the heart conſobts. 
This Treatiſe I preached as to 


the 


| be EPISTLE 
the ſubſt. 1, 1t if ls 1 4 ereof, (which ſize 


I awe mmſaroed) in the publich Con 
*Cxyee atinn it Cosfield 112 F fIcx, Ti 
you much Hononred Marlam)lI o 
Jer bes Mite , or Teftirmony of m 
eraeful acknowledgment of the 
many fignal favours, which bothm 
ſelf aud my eareſt Relations hawe 
recieved from you ,both in our fick. 
neſs, and health, God hath made 901 
a worthy inftrunient to do good t 
many, and T hope you will Fire the 
better for their prayers. That Brea 
which you have caſt upon the was 
ers, you ſhall find after many daies. 
May the Lord lenzthen out your 
daies, for the glory of God, and for 
your own good, and the good of mas 
ny others: And may you be one of 
"7 ofe of whom the Pſalmiſt makes 
Plt.92. 13, 277017220 5 T hole thar be planted in 
the houſe of the [ord ſhall flonriſh 
in the Courts of. God; They ſhall 
{till 
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Al bring forth fruit in old age; 


They ſhall be fat ard flovriſhing, 
I commend your ſelf, and all your 
Relations, tothe Gracious Prov. 
dence of God , beſeeching him to 
geide you by bis counſell till he 


bring you toglory, I remain 


Sible Renninghatl 
M1 Eſſex,Jan.1» 


1167 4 
Madame 


Your Servant for 


Chriſt ſake, 


HEN. WILKINS ON. 
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CHARACTERS 
OF A 


SINCERE HEA RT. 


CHAP. IT 
Of Spiritual Poverty. 


8am? HE firſt Character of a Sincere Ch:r:8. x. 
3 Heart, is, Spiritual Poverty : _ 

And Spiritual Poverty conſiſts Eg 

in emptying of the Heart to 

he utmoſt,of all and every thing, what* 

yer is Self as ſelf-love, ſelf-righteouſ- 

neſs}, ſelf- opinion, ſelf-ſuthciency , ſelf- 

eaſonings and diſputings with fleſh and 

lood , and fſelf- confidence, and ſelf- 

onceit,and all manner of (elf-ends, ſelt- 

aims, and ſelf-deſigns, So that when a 

hriſtian is wholly emptied of him- 

ſelf, and he hath learned that great and 

zxcellent Goſpel-Leſlon of Self- denyal, 


* ſand he comprehends himſelf, as he is in 
: A him” 
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himſelf only, nothing, and leſs then nc 
thing, and 1s vile in his own eyes, andh 
magnifics the riches of Gods mercy, an 
aſcribes all honour and glory to God 
ſuch a one 1s Sincere, & upright- hear tec 
= towards God, Jacob whom the Hol 
7211.25 43I7s . ; 
*741,m Ghoſt Niles 4 plazz man, (7. e.) as* ſom 
dicit fuiſie jnterpret , a (incere and (ingle hearte 
— man, was a man of an humble ſpirit,wit 
»r0 iateg,o neſs his confeſſion, I am not worthy o 
O—_ the leaſt of all thy mercies, and of all 
pal ry thetrurh which thon haſt ſhewel mntoth 
Cilvy, ſervant, Gen, 32. 10. . David was poo 
—_ in ſpirit, & endowed with that excellen 
plex : Greci grace of Humiljitie : For he was fo vil 
«mes & jn his Own eyes, as he accounted himfel 
allemisab 4 worm and no wan, Plul. 22. 6. anc 
ern! fraude 
dota, When the Lord ſent Nathan the Prophe 
calrduate, to tel] what great things God had , anc 
ii; © Would do, for him, asto take him fro 
2 Sam. 7.8.and that he had cnt off all h# 
the Sheep Coat to be vile over Iſrael 
enemies, and made him a great name 
ver. 9. and that he would tix the chil 
dren of Iſrael, that they may dwell in : 
place of their own, and n#vec 10 more, anc 
that the Lord would #zuke David a 
Lonſe; how David received theſe meſla 
ges from the 'Prophet , is apparent Þ 
the humility and thankfulneſs, whereo 
he gave a large teſtimony, 2 Sam. 7. 18, 
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19. Then went King David is, ard ſate 
before the Lord, and heſaid, who am 1,0 
Lord God? and what is miy houſe, that 
thou haſt brought me hitherto s And this 
was yet a ſmall thing in thy ſieht O Lord 
God 5 but thou haſt ſpoken alſo of thy ſer- 


I vants houſe, for a great while to come,and 


is this the manner of man, O Lord God 
Aegur was a wile man,and the more wiſe, 
becauſe the more humble, and the more 


| elteem'd of by God , by how much the 


more vile he was in his own opinion. His 
acknowledging himſelf to be grere brutiſb 


then any man, and not to have the under Bcrn. 
| ſtanding of a man, plainly declares the *79%3% *- 


lowlineſs and poverty of his ſpirit, $S- 
Paul, who was the chiefeſt of the Apo- 


4 ſtles, and more eminent in gifts, and 


graces, then any of them, yet he had ſo 
cheap and mean thoughts,and valuation 


4 of himſelf, as to confeſs that he was chief 


of ſinners. 


Every humble ſpirited perſon , who 3 eF. 2. 
{ trades moſt ar home, and negotiates a- 


bout his own ſoul , in heart-ſearching, 
and ſelf- examination, thinks far worſe 
of himſelf, and is more abje& in his own 
£les, then in the etes of the worſt of his 
enemies. Wherefore he is ſenſible of his 
forlorn and miſerable eſtate: He knows 

A 2 himſelf 
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himſelf to be poor, and indigent, and 
therefore he goes roChriſt to inrich him. 
He apprehehds himſelf blind, and igno- C 
rant, or knowing nothing as he ought to 
know, and therefore he begs eye._ſalve, 
and a ſpirit of illumination from Jeſus}; 
Chriſt, He is ſenſible of his nakedneſs, 
and therefore he goes to Chriſt for cloa.ſ,, 
thing , knowing that the immaculateſy, 
robes of Chriſts righteouſnes can aloneſſ}, 
cloath and cover his nakedneſs. For this 
is that ſoul-ſaving Counſe), whichſ, 
Chriſt gives tothe Angel of the Church b 
of the Laodiceans, I counſel thee to by 
Rev. 4. 38. Of 976 Gold tryed in the fire,that thou way'ſil; 
Suxdendi be rich, 1nd white rayment,that thou may ſi 
nozimpe= be cloathed,t hat the ſhame of thy nakednef, 
—_— do not appear, and anoint thine cies with 
minus, quo ere-ſalve that thou may ſt ſee. By Golc 
lorem 1t- we are to.underſtand true grace, eſpeci 
render tiſe” ally true ftith, which is much 
nigm qui nj. ally true faith, which #s much more preti 
þ: violenter 843 then Gold, and this faith is not an or 
rev dinary faith, but 'tis a tryed faith, for 
tyantur /e a its ſaid tryed in: the fire, (7. e.) ſuch a fait fo 
Domino ads that 15 genuine, and of the right ſtamp 
21 that can endure the tryal of the ſworc h 
vocato, and the tryal of afflitions though the fe 
pray , befiery- Further, by whire raywent we 
* © *"aretounderſtand, the unſpatted and in 
nocent robes of Chriſts righteouſneſs] 
And by eye-ſalve, we arc to underſtand 


the 
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the illumination of the ſpirit, even that 
wiſdom that cometh from above. All 
theſe we are counſelled to buy of Jeſus 
'O-JYChriſt : * yet here is no gap  _ | 
- tORpened to let in Popiſh merit ; © 4 —_ » 
As Here is not the leaſt allowance -drethcr ea ror, 
""Fgiven to that rotten Dc&rine fer 12 Evangelio, no» 
of Merits: For all graces which {7p Pont bn. 
we have,and all gifts which we gratis Deo actipiendae. 
have, are gratuicoufly given us He mowpuliun _— 
by God, and to him alone we p71 F169 
muſt aſcribe the praiſe and glo. 
ry ofall. Whoever then hath received 
this great and excellent grace of Spiri- 
PM tual Poverty, the free gift of God( which 
}, "Tis by our Saviour mentioned the firſt,and 
Y/'f leads the van to the reſt of all the Beati- 
e tudes ) he is obliged more and more 
ty daily to ſearch his heart thoronghly, and 
"0 fo to find out, and be ſenſible of, his own 
C3 loſt, forlorn, and utterly undone condi- 
Fil tion as in him ſelf, ard ſo likewife ro ap- 
4 prehend his abſolute neceſitty of make- 
109 ing ſure of his intereſt in Chriſtz who was 
ny for this very purpoſe fent into the world, 
1s to ſeek 4rd to ſave that which was loſt : For Mat. 18.11, 
9 he profeſleth, Matth 15. 24. lan not 
ſent, but to the loſt ſheep of the honſe of 1Iſe. 
racl, He then, who is ſo poor in ſpirit, 
and vile, and deſpicable, and altogether 
leſs then nothing in his own eies, O'/ 
_ Bg what 
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what haſt doth he make unto Chriſt. Ad* 


poor men flock apace to the Lord Al-J 
moner, to receive Alms, ſo all ſpiritual- D 
ly poor Chriſhans make haſt unto Chrift t 
who only can enrich them with neve tl 
fading riches. * They rherefore applyſ< 
themfelves unto Chriſt, and apply his tt 
merits unto thcn:ſclves. They are tho O 
rohghiy apprehenſive of their abſolute q 
neceſlity of getting a ſaving intercſt in th 
Chriſt, and that withour him, they ardſ®” 
utterly undone, wherefore with ail expe 
dition they run to Chriſt, and .hey layſ>* 
hold on him by faith. (for he is their life 5 


c 


and they will not ler go their hold. A' 
Further , whoſoever tis endowed - 
with this rare- and pretious grace of my 
Soiritual Poverty, he, I ſay, exercifeth * | 
himſelf in a frequent and ſerious medi hy 
tation of the promiſes of the Goſpel,and|.© 
he applies them particularly for his own 
ſingular conſfolation- He likewiſe me+ 
ditates of, and with all rhankfulneſs ac4** 
cepts ofthe invitations of the Goſpel,andÞ-) 
he makes particular application of ther 
unto his own fonl. He1is one of thoſe F 
who lahors and is heavy laden, and there{”* 
fore he goes to Chriſt for reſt : For ſof 
runs the Invitation, and promiſe, both 


made by Chriſt, Mat, 11, 39, Come uni 
Ht 


Set. 3. Charaiters of a ftacere He.rfs .,, 7 
me al ye that labor, and are hea. \, 


| ot KomoyTes % Tibop- 
vy laden, and 1 will give you reſt. ,guiget > Aims delaſ- 
But ſome are conſcious to /ati dicunter: 915 (uh pre 
themſelves of ſo mach unwor. £94 g12vt ſeuſs 241m 
X s fait ſeu it. Beza, 
thineſe, as they are afraid to* jrocitlario, quam vro- 
ly come, leaſt if they do come, mittit in gratuit peccato- 
hitbey be utterly rejeed : But [emi bee ttt '® 
O / Chriſtian, labour to be ſen- , 
Jfible of thy aoworrthineſs.and mourn for 
the ſame; and then, notwithſtanding thy 
unworthineſs. be not diſcouraged; O! do 
not ſlacken thy pace, but make haſt eo 
ax{29 to Jeſus Chrift, for he hath made a 
Fe\[gractous promiſe, — And him that come 
e&th to me I will nowiſe caſt out, Joh 6-37. ; 
Although you are poor and indigent, 
blind , miſerable and naked, and can 
claim no merit from any'/:thing, no not 
O , | 
th the beſt things, which..you can do, yet 
. fyou muſt not-excludeyour felves, and ſo 
iÞ<fuſe thar great ſalvation offered ro 
you in the Goſpe), The expoſtulation 
T Is patherical, Heb,2 3. How ſhall wc Oi 
ol ©*Þ*> if we wegle@ ſo ercat ſalvation? It 
you are threity, and vehemently defire 
emit, you have many ſpecial invitati- poles qrm 
dns: Ones 'U/aiah 55.'1, Ho corrpone #9 (515 
ole , - grActe De! 
hat thirſteth 29! <> 
me ft thirſteth,come unto tbeaviters,and let |.,>;,, .- 
ot want and «penury-fet a-barr:d4painſt /:rgitcs po- 
* Ivy + s | | tat, Muic 
Your CO y for it followerh', © «And: Oc 
| inT oc. 
Fe that hath #o'moneg,comeye,buy andeat, 


A 4 yea 


lui. 6, ZE. 
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yes come buy Wine, and Milk without 1mo- 

ney, and without price. Another Invie 
tationis made by Chriſt amongſt a great 
confluence of people.— I» the laſt day, 

that great day of the feaſt, Jeſs Stood, and 

cryed ſaying, if any man thirſt let him 

come unto me and drink. Joh. 7. 37: 

A Third Invitation is Rev. 22, 17, And 

the Spirit, andthe Bride ſay, Come, an4 

lit him, that is athirſt come, and whoſu« 

ever will let him take of the water of life, 

Now leaſt any may affix a falſe gloſs, and 

a corrupt ſenſe upon thoſe Invitations, as 

Liberum facie exilibes If they 1aid down a ground fo 
venigndi : neminem ex-- Free-wil]/: | anſwer , That al 


eludo,prorſus omnes veni» Foe 
'e fubeo. Gmnes venite es £R0E Invitations abundantly 


accipite 4aquas, Domino manifeſt rhe Free grace of God 

þ! gloria, Bulling. and aſcribe nothing to mans 

Free will (which if we truſt to it, wil 

provean Zgyptian reed to deceive us, 

We read Ezrah. 1.5, Ther roſe the chei 

of the Fathers of Judah, and Benjamin,and 

the Prieſts and the Levites, with all them, 

whoſe ſpirit God had raiſed to go up , ti 

build the houſe of the Lord in Jeruſalem 

Before we can come to Chriſt and ac 

cept of the Goſpel Invitation, God raiſ 

4. 6 eth up our hearts : For ſaith. our Savi 

our. Joh. 6, 44+ | No man can come t 

me except the / Father, which bath ſent m 
draw him. But when he draws us 

Cal 


Wn + GH. _ =K@ns wi ..D . XA 


a 


«% — _ Holt, wats. %S that's AS 


© ww mw oc ws «a «© 7j,.,., as bs a car 
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can run (as the ſpouſe profeſſeth) Can. 
1.4. Draw me, we will run after the. Be- 
fore we can run the waies of Gods Come 


| mandments, he inlargeth our hearts. So 


ſaith the Pſalmiſt.Pſal.119. 32. 2 will rur 
the way of thy Commandments : When 


i} thou ſhalt enlarge my heart. 


Se. 4. He thatis poor in ſpirit is 
weak, ſick, and in adiſtreſſed condition, 


fel as to his own apprehenſion, and there- 


fore of neceſlity (all delaies being laid 


q aſide) he muſt repair to Chriſt, and beg 


ſtrength , health , Comforts, even all 
from him, as the only skilfull Phyſitian 
who alone can Work an <«ffectual 


I cure. And Chriſt is the only Phyſician, 


and his blood is the only Medicine; and 
both the Phyſitian , and his Medicine 
are of infinite dignity, price, value. For 
no Phylitian, nor no Medicine can worx 
that cure, which Chriſt works, Pal. 
103. 3» For be pardoneth all iniquities , 
and hcalcth all diſeaſer, Chriſt prepares 
and preſcribes the Medicine - our Duty 
is toapply it to our wounds : For the 
moſt Soveraign Medicine cures not in 
preparation, but in Application. Where- 
fore we mult imitate the Apoſtle, by 
making a particular Application of 
of Chriſt and all his merits unto our 

own 


DT. —  —-——cikqn—— ———— 
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own fouls. For (ſaith he) Gal. 2. 20. 1 
am crucified wnh Chriſt, nevertheleſs I 
live, yet not I, but Chriit liveth in me, and 
the life with I now live in the Fleſh, 1 live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me. and g+ve himſelf for me. After Tho- 
mas had a demonſtrative Convidion of 
Chriſt's perſonal appearance after his re- 
ſarre&ion, be made uſe of a Pronoun 
Poſlefiive to his comtort,ſaying, Joh. 20. 


2%, DAMy Lord, and my God, Whoever | 
he be, that is ſo poor in ſpirit as to bef} 


nothing and leſs then nothing in his own 
accompt and value Chriit above all, 
ww adrmx; ir a6o, 3nd (as the Apoſtle phraſeth 
Ketgee, it) Col. '3. 11. All in All, he 
Eft Chriſtus (ſeſe ſcili- (queſtionleſs) is in the ſtate of 


cet Unens veaatis eoſq; , : - 
Tegenerans) 0nniaz ſcils» bleſſedneſs 9 for (ſatth our Savi- 


cet ad > way, xcefiae OUr, Matth. &. 5») Bleſſed are 
71.1: Omnibus, nimirum - bead Wy 
fidelwbys ſanfificatis & the p _ in ſp yr; fe - —_ ts the 
Chriſto copulstis, Eft illis Kingdowe of heaven. bferve 
onn/s meriterie, Daven. how low the Foundation is laid, 
m LOC ® w.- 

: , 1. 1/2, x Even in Poverty of ſpirit : 
AuThs ws &r Jote . , 

rt ve Bs nets? 2 But Chriſt ferts a high Roof 
7% we Br ming, And glorious ſuperſtruCture up- 
Hacar, Hom, 16, on ſo low a Foundation, even 


the Kingdome of heaven. 


CHAP. 


I, Chap» 2 CharaTers of a ſincere Heart, IT 
CHAP. II. 


Concerning the highefl priceing and 
palncing of Feſus Chriſt. 


Second Charadter of a ſincere Heart Chara- 
Ais to ſet the higheſt Price, Value and Fer 2. 
Eſtimation upon Jeſus Chrift. This is 7, higheſt 
0: | an infallible Sign of a true Beleiver , 
er | whoſe heart is upright with Gad, to ing of 7eſes 
ve || Price, Value, Elteem, and Preferr Chriſt ©9'#- 

7n | in our judgments , and affcGions before Sed. I. 
I, & all the Riches of the World in their 

th J greateſt Eſtate, and confluence. This 

1c | the Apoſtle ſets down as' an infallible 

ff | Sign of a true Believer, 1 Pet.2. 7, Ure 

I- | to you therefore which beliave be is preti- 5 Tun. | 
re | ons 7! how high an Eſtimation did the 

e | Loye-fick Spoute diſcover concerning 

e | Jeſus Chriſt : For (ſaid ſhe) Canr, 5.10. 

, | My beloved is white and ruddy, the cheif- Tefus 

: | eſt among ten thouſand, Chriſt is whrte Ciriſtss 106 


f | by his innocency, purity, and immacu. "7 Prove 
late righteouſneſs, bur he 1s ru44y by 1, , 
reaſon of his bloody ſufferings, and the tt»: de- 
effuljion of his pretions ' blood. To — 


which the Prophet Iſaiah alludes in a que ſer2rd# 
lofty piece of Retorick Eſa. 63. 1,2, 3. /19< Fo- 


hs 
* | ho is this that cometh from Edom? with _— 


died Garments from Bozrah © This 1s B:21. 
tO 
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Le9uivw to be underſtood of Chriſt, as may ap- 
Ecclifia & . 

C:;:fivm ip. PEAT more evidently by what followes, 
ſum alle= viz: This that is glorious in his apparell, 
BR ve. fravelling in the greatneſs of his ſirength, 


tertuerus 1 that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mighty to 
bide ſunt ? ſave. Wherefore art thou red in apparrell 


TO '* 1nd thy garments like bim, that treadeth 
the wine fat ? This ſcripture repreſents 
the meritorious ſufferings of Chriſt, in 
pouring out his moſt pretious blood out 
of his veinss His body was pierced with 

Jok. 19:34 a Spear, and forthwith came thereont 


* Rev.191 


Anittu, © blood and water. St. John in the Reve- 
ents: in” lation gives us a farther Evidence-- And 
vm reds. be was cloathed with a veſture dipt in blood 
cem ab bofti- and his name is called the wor4 of God, 


—_ Oh ! what an ineſtimable value ſhould 
»3 103 pio» WE have of Chriſt, who bought us, and 


rn [a1z4i- paid for the purchaſe the greateſt price 
xe, kt Roe N . . 

maſed im. that ever was paid, even the price Of his 
rown Innocent, meritorious, and moſt preti- 
Gro. ous blood. The Apoſtle obſerves the 
Dodrine, and injoyns us to make parti- 

HE: C7. , . . 

*«&o ea. cular application thereof. For (faith 
21d ad. he) 1 Cor, 6. 20. Te are bought with 4 
SY price, therefore glorify God in your body, 
#45 quam a. 412d it: your ſpirits which are Gods. Chriſt 


mn ſ4- js called by the Prophet Ezekiel 2 Plant 


_ of renown, Chriſt is called by the Pro- 


Ezek.34.29. phet Haggai The Defore of all Nations, 
F=3-2-7- and by Malachy The Argel of the Covee 
vant, 
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nant , and by Zachary the Branch of Mil. 3-1. 
Righteouſneſs, and by Daniel 1he AMeſſe- 115," 5 & 


ah. Add farther, by way of Singularity 
and excellency and incomparable Benes- 


fic , Chriſt is call'd our Advocate and « Fob. ».c. 


Propitiation, our Redeemer and only Me- 
diator.Job,19,25. Chriſt hath trodd the 

wine preſs alone. 1 Tim- 2- 5, There is 35 
none other given under heaves, whereby we 
muſt be ſaved, but by the name of Feſus. 
AF, 4. 11-12. Chriſt therefore ashe is 
of infinite value and dignity in himſelf, 
ſo we ought to have the higheſt eſtima- 
tion of him, and to preferr him both in 
judgment and affeQions, before all the 
Kingdoms of the world, and the glory 
ofthem. Chriſt is compared to a Foun. 
t4iv, which is beyond compare with any 
other, for it is 4 Fountain opened to the 
Houſe of David and to the Inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem for fin, and for uncleanneſs. 
Chriſt is likewiſe compared to a Stone, 
and to ſuch a one as excelleth others in 
admirable Properties, Iſai. 28. 16. 
Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, Behold 
T lay in Zion for a Fonndation, a Stone, 4 
tryed Stone, a pretions corner Stone, a ſure 
Fondation : He that believeth, ſhall not 
make haſt, Farther Chriſt is compared 
to the Pearle of great Price, Matth- 13. 
45. 46. Again the Kingdome of heaven 


7, 


Zech, 13.1- 


Matt. 13. is like unto a Aerchant man ſcekiug goo: 
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ly Pearls, who when he had found one Pe; 
of great price, ks went, and ſold all that | 
had and bought it. Whatever weeſtcer 
highly of, muſt go for Chriſt, the Pearl ofu 
Price:If we poſſeſs Chriſt in our hearts bYG 
faith, we are enriched with that poſleſlify 
on,which is infinitely more worth theyb 
all the poſſeſſions of the Vaiverſe. Much Y 
value is ſet upon the Eaſtern, and Welſtfh, 
ern treaſures of the Indies, and grep 
pains 1s taken to get them : Imprger eaflc 
tremos currit /Jercator ad Indos, Ye r 
they arenat worth the nameing,in comfa1 
pariſon of the Riches of Chriſt. Thgh 
knowledg of Chrift is the moſt intichingo! 


0 Thifau. knowledge , for Col 2.3. 1 himare hiftt 
ris omnibes all the treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowl2dgth iv 


Whoſozver hath a ſaving Intereſt iJtl 
Chriſt, is richerthen the greateſt EmpeJſſc 
rour, who is ignorant of him. = 
And hereunto , Where there. hi 
ſuch a high valuation of Chriſt in thſy 
Judgment, there will of neceſlity folloyſ»: 


a Cor 5.14: ardency & (trength of affeftion toward c: 


Jeſus Chriſt. The apprehenſion of tht} 


covibe:(3.e-) Exceeding great love of Chriſt to uyat 


det 2c regit, 


ſhould coni7ratn us to love him with a rqto 
ciprocal love. Loveis the Loadſtane of 11 


flatu qz2ſs loye, and love will neyer be paid, nor bJG 


contented and ſatisfied, but with its owJ& 
coys 


TP. 
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coynz | mean love, anſwering love. And' 
Peaſthe greateſt love which we can expreſs 
at to Jeſus Chriſt, is only the refleftion of 
tcerfthoſe Beams, which he firſt darted upon 
rl efjus. Whatever love we manifeſt towards 
ts blYGod is only the Return of that love, 
elliÞwhich he firſt ſhed abroad in: our hearts 


theyby the Holy Ghoſt , which is given unto ws. Rew. ,.c. 
lucYWe (ſaith the Apoſtle) love him, becauſe : Joh.4.15. 


/ eltYbe firſt loved ws. Where Chriſt is highly 
repriſed, that ſoul is inflam'd with ardent 
" exflove to him. Neither is this an ordina- 
Yqry and common, but an extraordinary, 
omfand ſpecial love. This love is in the 
ThJhigheſt degree above the apprehenſion 
ingot Philoſophers, They tell us, That 
e bilthere is Caloy ad oFo, and this is in gradn 
dedintenſo, & non in gradu remiſſo.Somthing 
t iſthat expreſfion repreſents , bur we'l 
peſſct forth the vehemency of Love in the 

{Scripture Phraſe : Love, 7ſzl. 120. 4 Is 
ee hotter then the coals of Juniper 5 and to 
| thfſuch ap extenſive heat, ſo that Cart.8. 7. 
loWmany waters canuot quench love , neither 
ardcar the floods drown it. But as for all 
thijthoſe who love not the Lord Jeſus, they 
 uyare curſed in this world,and in the world 


2 r4to come : For (faith the Apoſtle 1 Cor, Ned Pyak 
in Loc. 
e of 16. 22, If any man love not the Lord Jeſws 


r DIG hre$, let him be Anathama Maranatha. 


WIA dnatharms alone is a dreadful Curſe, 
me -. but 
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Mara1- bur that's not all, there 1s a Maranath 


gat added to the Anatheme: and this' Mal; 


_ Marana raxat ha is — the woes COL F; 
#2 cxtremt ing of Chriſt to jadgment, and oh 1 houſſyj 
F Cr ons dreadful mult their condition be at tha 
conmwnice- great and terrible day, who love not  thiffy 
Ea: Lord Jeſws Chriit| Againſt them Chriffſc 
matha di- will pronounce that dreadful ſentenc 
«tur. Dru. of condemnation, Depart from me ye curſihr 
ed into everlaſting fire, prepared for the Det 
vil and his Angels. | 


"—_ 


CHAP. II. 


3 7? 


Un 


4 heart in love with holineſs, evi 
denced in a holy life and conver 
ſation, 1s a C harater of a faacert 
Heart, 


= M4 


FN . 
aw hs 


F + 

Charafter Third Charatter of Sincerity, is $#% 
— Hearc in love with holineſs : For 
love wit, When the Heart is emptied of all ſel/$h 
helinel, love, and ſelf-confidence, and madLa 
Se@eI, throughly ſenſibleof its own vilenelsf7 
and wretchedneſs, then Chriſt is highlfGo 


valued and entirely loved, and cordial! 


embraced and delighted in. Every t 
Belicve* 
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, 
thigeliever loyes hblineſs for it 'ſelf,, b&« 
UAkuſe it is the image of Goa." And (4s 
>mEzcer us'd ro ſay) where there is Aliquid- .. 
ouThriſtt (i. e.) any impreſſion of the image 
hahf Chriſt, there we ought to place our —_ 
bSove, Wherefore the Apoſtle gives a ſtrit E7" + 23: 
Wommand Be renewed in'the ſpirit of _— "IT 
our mind. And that ye put 'ok the new gvyy x, 3- 
u/Sman, which after the image of God ircre> nimn wi 
red in righteonſneſt and tree 'holineſs; danveles, 
here this image of God is,(which con+ a: 
ts in righteouſneſs and true holineſs) yu, et 
__Jtisſtampt upon the heart, and is viſible wr fxcern 
$2 the life, and there is ſach a cranſcen< #7 
{lent beauty , purity, and exceſlency,and. Tz; ieno- 
F ——_— in -n = _— CE — ” 
ViFhe leaſt glimpſe of them are abundant- Pte: 
er ſy ſufficient to delight, rejoyce and ravilh _— 
_ the ſoul of every true believer. What —_—_ 
©IT1ato ſaid of Moral vertue, much more 
nay be ſaid of Theological vertye (i. es.) | $i7%rrus 
Soul-ſaving grace, and holineſs; that if ont ps 
t conld be diſcerned by Corporal eyes yt corai jar © 
Is Svould 13ſe the heart to a wonderfhll 'de-'rabile (/m) 
Fofffre thereof. Oh! how did David love dim 
el/ihe Law of God ! He profeſt that iGods Tus. 
ad@Law was his Delight, and that Flal.119. 
eli} 7. be loved the commandaents above 
hlfGo/d, yea dbove fine gold. Pſal.\ try, 127. 
allpÞ7 Teſtimonies (faith he)-7 have rukewy, 
'8n Heritage" for ever, for theyre thy un, 
velj+ © B rejojeing 


pPu— —_—— 
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.rejoycing of my heart. O ! What ſweet 
.neſs did David ſuck out of the Judg 


Pl, 19. 9.:Ments of the Lord ! for-(ſaith he.) 7; 
0. Judgments af the Lord. are true, and rigl 
Zeons altogether : More to be deſired 4 
' 1 phey then, Gold, yea then much fine Gold 
| ſweeter alſo then honey * and the hont 
comb. There is a great reward 1n tt 
' very wark of holineſs ; For it follows | 
. the next words-- Moreover by them, i 

thy , Servant warned : and in keeping 
* WtilitaSndn meitiveris "> - fonery Mc Ce biofet 
ron Eoiou etir;f WOW £O 1OVE WOU IOT NIMIECNE 
on ayers and the Law ofGod for it felf 


nis alicujus nos babeant an 4 holineſs for holineſs ſake 


d ſomplich «t we : 
7» _ \ —_— becauſe it is the-1image of Goc 


Dei comzni., wp bu and reſembles himythis 1s a good 
ſoetantesyu Damn? Pf Co:0 indeed that the heart is fic 


40 Cratificentur Mull . 
Ju goon”; 75 cere with God.. But to profel 


* Heineh religion; for. {elfe and ſiniſter ends, hope 
lit ut alivd WS to-make a good Market 'to tem 
magis quem ſelves by .ingratiating themſelves witl 


ipſum afe- ſame. Profeſſors for advantage ſakes thi 


Doud ode is very bad Sign, and. comes farr ſho 
= _ "of abears right with God. * Sothe Siche 
co gun” mites Empraced circumciſion upon 
1cupiſeit 
Augat. Politick-ehgn, to compals to themſelve 
= all the Eſtate of the Iſraelites Gen. 34- 25 
$i vere * ghall pot their Cattle,and their ſubſtance 


bac dicunt, 


tyrenide and every. beat of theirs be. ours , only.1 


bavd dubie, #8 conſent. unto $219, aud they will dwb 
. (#0 


Twit 


Mr "IL 
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I with xs, But that Politick, and ſelf. per vie 
ended propoſall did not proſper with the cum illis a 
Sichemites,for we read immediatly after $*/?**ie 
--18 of their utter deſtruction : No more will Jxerar grad 
any men thrive 1n the cloſe of all , who **/ent vi 
ſeek their own ends and defiga onely —_— 
J ſclfe--Intereſts. The People followed cum dotoſe 
Chriſt for the loaves, and many like the ©” #5 2- 
Perſians worſhip the riſing Sun, and ſeek | gels > 
only their own private ends, and ſome 09% pre- 
have two faces under one hood, and ;'" —_— 
ſome imitate Water men rowing upon Mecc. , 

I the Thames, who look one way and row 

another. The Apoſtles Cenſure is veri- 

fied of multitudes... For al/ ſeek their Phil. 1213 
own, uot the thmgs which are Jeſus Chriſts: 

But ſuch mens hearts are not upright 


with God. 


Ad hereunto, wherever true holineſs Sed. 2, 
m4 is ſeatedin the heart, it becomes exceed= 
ic ing fruitful in the lite, and appears ſo by 
thoſe good fruits viſible in a holy con- 
ord verſation. Not bare leaves, and for- 
mal profeſſions will ſerve the turn, but 
\ 4 there are required-good ations. Chriſt 
mult not only be in the tongue, to ſpeak 
good of his name(whichis our duty5 )but 
he muſt be formed in us, and our: hearts 
mult be raviſhed with love to him, and 


Love muſt conſtrain us to yeeld ready & 
S 2” cheertul) 


—_— —— 
_— 
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cheerfull obedience to him. Not only»; 

a form but the power of godlineſs muſt = 

exert and evidence it ſelf in a Sanifiedl; | 

converſation, The Apoſtle caution; 

us againſt ſuch, whocontent themſelvehy 

with a bare outſide-form of 'godlyneſsbo 

ana deny the power thereof ———Havinghy! 

a form of godlineſs, but deny the power, 

thereof: from ſuch turn away. There muſh 

not be only (Wrgams 9 A formal! ProO-Fo 

pimp3p- feſſion: But there muſt be wemwppoorſhy; 

er: 79 a transforming, Rom. 12. 2, We muſihi, 

Eoehn 1% be transſormed by the renewing of ourſky, 

Jr, 'z, minds, Queſtionleſs,where the heart ig, 
9 fincere towards God, there profeſliot 

and practice concur in a ſweet harmc } 

ny, and where the profeſſion is in.ſince-fff} 

ty,a holy lite gives abundant Teſtij] 

mony thereunto : For we muft a*Jkn 

Tir. 2.10. dorn the DoFrine of God (as the Apoſtle 

* ſpeaks) and then we adorn the Dorinehh, 

of God when we evidence the ſincerity 

of our profeſſion by the holineſs of our; 

livesand converſations : For wherever 

bolineſs 1s in ſincerity, and in truth, it is 

very diffuſive, and diſcovers it ſelfe in 

its vaſt extent, and latitude. It confiſts 

not only in verbal profeſſions, but in re- 

al ations, noris confined tooneor to 

eryo acts,nor to a few particulars,but it is 

' in the Habit, and extends it ſelfe to all 

manner 


2, Tim. 3. To 
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nly nanner of Converſation (as the Apoſtle ; rc. r. :5: 
likzhorts) But 48 he that hath called you, iv a45y 
holy, ſo be ye boly in all manner of Cons 0v*7 7000 
oiÞperſation. We muſt with all diligence R125 
veepurſue holyneſs (for ſo the Original im» 7e [:4uu- 
EſsÞHorts) It is uſed of Hunters and Hounds, toe vre- 
ingfyho follow .the game , and take great /,7,1,,* 
werfpains in the purſuit thereof. Peace and enitinia;, 
utiYlolyneſs arc conjoyn'd by the Apoſtle— 
rofpollow peace with all men and holyneſs, 
»o1Þpithout which no man ſhall ſce the Lord. 
#/$Holy perſons, and they only ſhall be 
onrfnade partakers of the bleſſed Viſion - 
FYAnd they are thus diſtinguiſhed fram 
| pantng' by our Saviour — Bleſſed are Mini.;. 8. 
e pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God, 


ſ e q ' : Peumn 
hey areſajd to be purein oppolition to Sh. 2 


all manner of impurity,and profaneneſs, 

and pure in heart in oppotition to all fie & vi. 
*(5 cununt 14 

zanner of hypocrifite. Whoever then {7 xk 


ath hope to be made like unto God in ;je, que -g 
appineſs, in the higheſt Heaven , muſt nn #o- 


luiitne gr.t- 


211 Bean 


de firſt made like unto Gad in holineſs};,” ;/ 
ere on; Earth. For holvneſs and hap- $antcm. 
pineſs differr not ſubſtantially, but gra+ 
dually : For Holineſs is happineſs in- 
oate in this World , and happineſs/1s 
olineſs perfeted and confummatedin 
he World tocome: Let ustake a narrow 
iew of the Words of the, Apoſtle —Be- 
old now are we the Sons of od, andit , 1, ... 
| ot 
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Non (anc. oth not yet appear, what we ſhall be 5 But 
titate tan- we know, that when he ſhall appear , we 


mo 3+ ſuall be like him, ſor we ſhall ſee him as þ 
beatitudine, is. Now for the right [nterpretation of 
«c fe ni thoſe words , we mult 'interpoſe thi 
mig: Caution by way of Diſtinftion--There 
Annc, 1s ſicut ſtemilitudinis to be underſtood 
Grot. - non ſicut proportionis, In variety of 
mv. 11-4% places in Holy Scripture , we are com 
L:v.2, manded to be holy, as God is holy; yet w 
x Per. 1.16. muſt know and acknowledge, that it's 
altogether impoſbble for us poor finit 
Creatures to attain to that equality © 
holineſs, whichis in God : However it 
15 our obliged duty to endeavour accord/* 
ding to our utmoſt ability, after a ſimili- j1 
tude and conformity to God. Similitudey © 
are in the Predicament of Quality, andy '* 
according to Quality, we are ſaid to be I 
like, orunlike. © But ſimilitudes are noi Þ 
in the Predicament of Q:antity : forſ * 
it's altogether impoſſible for any Creay P 
ture to be equal and hold any propor R 
tions of holineſs, with the Infinite, and ® 
Everlaſting Creator. But what's the 
Grand Duty incumbent or all thoſe 
who hope to be partakers of the bleſſed G 
Viſion. The' Apoſtle makes mention Ir 
And every one that hath this hope in bim I 
phrifieth himſelf, even as be is pure: Bothſ ® 
outward and inward purity 5 =_ 
NEt3 


\ . 
I Io. 3, IJ 
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Zjneſs of Heart, as well as Holineſs of life 

welare ellentially requiſite to a good Chriltie 

- ban. Both Hands and Hearts (as St. 

| off Javes commands) muſt becleanſed,and , _ 

hidpurifyed *Cleanſe your hands ye Sine * t1clex 

eref[wers, and purify your hearts , ye domble perſons can 

id Jevinded, Not only outward impurity of —_— 
ofthe Body, but inward impurity of {the with God: 

mA4Heart , not only practical ancleanneſs, 5% 
welbut ſpeculative uncleanneſs ſhould be ar life 
ir utterly abhorred, and abandoned alto<{yomft get 

ird gether : For ſo runs the Charge of the os 

Apoſtle Havine therefore theſe promie add tera 

Þ ſes , (dearly beloved) ler us cleanſe onr Lo. 


ſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh and 7,0 7" 

if ſpirit » perfe@ing bolineſs in the fear of ,,. :..._ 

Jed God. This then is an undoubted Conclu- ,,z,,. 

nd fion conſonant to the Rule of the word. 1 4ivi:s. 

Ld That where holineſs is cordially em- —_— 

off braced, loved, defired, and delighted in, omnic obſo. 

£4 and rightly priced in the Judgment, and /z ef 4e- 

e4 preferrd as the rrae Wiſdome , before; 

»r4 Rubies and all manner of pretiousStones, = 

nd and where holineſs is practiced in the 

hd life and Converſation, queſtionleſs that 

{4 heart is upright and fincere towards 

24 God , notwithſtanding many perſonal 
Infirmities (which we grieve for and diſ- 

»i like of) while we are in this Vale of 


thi miſery, 
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ment, and this is a Filial kind of ſorrow, 
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CHAP. II1IT. 


Of ingenuons Sorrow for Sin, 


A Fourth Charadter of Sincerity is In» 
> Ayenous ſorrow for all Sin, This E-h 
pithete /rgernons, I therefore name, be- i 


cauſe I would lay down hereby a diſcri- 


minating note between that ſorrow 3; 
' which is for the Sin, and that which is 


onely for the puniſhment. 


That ſorrow I call ingenuous which 
is for the Sin; more then for the Puniſh. 


Fhat I call ſervile and difingenous , 
whichis more for the Puniſhment/ then 
for the Sin. A Child of God under- 
ſtands the nature of Sin, as toit's filthi- 
nefs, guiltineſs and puniſhment,which is 
the conſequent thereof, and therefore he 
Jaies Sin to heart, and is grieved and 
vexed at the very heart , becauſe God 
is thereby diſhonoured and his holy 
Law is broken. A Godly mourner 
mourns for Sin as it is Sin, becauſe of 
its filthineſs, and defilement,and becanſe 

it 
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it diſpleaſeth the only Holy Lord God, 
and 1s odious and abominable in his 
foht. The Eye of every upright man 
afftets his Heart, and melts him into 
ears of Godly ſorrow, and works an 
foward compunQtion,and a heart break... 
ing ſorrow. And this 1s that ſorrow, 
hich is of the right ſtamp, a genuine 


[n+Sand ingenuous kind of ſorrow, And 
E- where ever this ingenuous ſorrow is, it 
2e=/ſmay be fully evidenced by ſeven Aapo- 
ri- Fſtolical charaters mentioned by the A- 


poſtle : For, Behold (ſaith the Apoſtle) 2 Cor 7: 
is Bthis ſelf ſame thing, that ye ſorrowed after 
Be godly fort , what carefulneſs it wrought. 
in you £ yea, what clearing of your ſelves? 

ca, what indignation ? yea, what fear ? 

ea, what vehement deſire? yea, what veal? 

a, what revenge 

There is a very great difference be- g-F. 2. 

tween the mournings of Cair, Pharzob, 
Ahab, and Judas, ( who only mourned 
and roared for the ſmart of puniſhment) 
and the mournings of David, Paul, Peter, 
Band Mary Magdalen, who mourned for 
their fins 5 and thereforegrieved , be« 
- cauſe they diſpleaſed fo good and gra- 
ciousa Lord God, For inſtance, Pha- 
ravh often cried owt , that the plagues 
inflicted on him and on his people might 
be taken away z but what plagues a 
| Wick « 


__— 
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he mean ? I anſwer 3 he meant only the 

plagues of Frogs, Locuſts, Caterpillary, 

&c. Pharaoh had a plague incumbent 

on him worſe than all thoſe, and that 
wasthe plague of a hard heart 3 of this 

plague he makes not-any mention at all, 

A hard heart was his great fin, and it 

was inflicted upon him as a very great 
judgment: But David cries out againſt 

himſcelt for his (ins, and makes a parti. 

cular acknowledgment : A4gainit thee, 

thee only have 1 ſinned, and done this evil 

in thy ſeght. And he prayes, Hide thy face 

from my ſins, and blot out all my tranſ* 
greſ/zons, Ahab was a meer ſtranger to 

the Grace of Humility, and anacquainted 

with it altogether 3 yet it's ſaid of him, 

that he humbled himſelf: and for his out- 

| ward humiliation the judgment threar'l 

ni ?1* ned was adjourned. Seeft thou how Ahab 
= bumbleth himſelf before me © Becauſe he 
Pariectle hems ld humbleth himſelf before me, 1 
que #2 permriſie, Ati- wil not bring the evil in his 
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guid tamen de commeri* dayes a but iz bis ſons dayes will 


14 pe 24 ob bye detratum 
eft. Grot, Exemplum 
bontt1tis Dei: quatenus 
Achab quantunus bypo- 
eriktice peutentiam ages 
tl pena meritas differt. 
H1n:. colligt pot eft Dewn, 
muito mags beneficum 
fore erg2 eos qui veram 
& ſeriam peiitentian 
egerint, Piſcats | 


I bring the evil upon his houſe. 
Yet of Ahab it may be more 
properly ſaid, that he was 
rather Jumble than humbles 
for the fear and horror ap» 
prehended of thoſe dreadful 
judgments which were to be 

poured 


d. 4efSeft. 22 CharaGers of 4 ſincere Heart. 


theſnoured down againſt himſelf, and Je- 
ars,ſ-.bel his Wife, and his Poſterity , ex- 
entftorted from him an outward humilia- 
hatſ};jon. which conſiſted in putting on Sack- 
this cloth, in faſting and going ſoftly , and 
all, looking with a ſorrowful and dejeQed 
I it countenance,yet allthis while he hadnor 
eat one dram of true godly ſorrow, and 
ioftY f erue humility. How ſad muſt be the 
condition of many looſe Profeſſors now 
a-dayes, who come ſhort of ſuch as 4- 
hab was? and how dreadful muſt their 
condition be who come ſhort of thoſe 
who come ſhort of Heaven ? But St. Paul 
was a man of another ſpirit , he was not 


the gift and grace of true humility 5 and 
he was a true Penitent , a ſincere Con- 
vert, and a godly Mourner for fin 4 and 
he was ſo low and debaſed in his own 


in offering himſelf a Voluntier and Slave 
to fin, ſo that this foul Brand of Infamy 


work wickedneſs inthe fight of the Lord, 
whom Terebel his Wife ſtirred up. Ahab 
was ative , and put himſelf forward to 
work all manner of miſchief 3 he pre- 
cipitated himſelf, without fear or wit» 

into 


45 


only humbled , but humble, and had 


eyes, 2s to account himſelf the chief of 1 Tim. :. 
ſinners, We read of Ahab's forwardneſs *5 


js ſtampt upon him. Fut there was none , ging; vx. 


like unto Abab , which did ſell himſelf to :5. 


= - Lo p ” 3; —_— = —_—_— — 
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into any deſperate Adyenture. He ſtuck” 
at nothing , but ran on in a wild andf# 
mad career, following all ſorts of wic-{A 
kedneſs with a full bent, propenſion andJja! 
vergency of his ſoul , and with delight 
and complacency , driving a Trade for d 
Sin, and for the Devil. We read of ſuch [b 
who were almoſt ſtarved for hunger, 
« San. 14. that they flew wpon the ſpoil. And likee £4! 
gÞ" wiſe the Apoſtle ſtigmatizeth the vileſt ſt! 
of ſinners after this manner z hs being 
Eph, 4. 19. paſ# feeling , have given themſelves over 
unto laſciviouſneſs, to work all uncleanneſs 
with greedineſs, Of this brand was Ahab. |: 
But on the contrary, St. Pauldiſcovers a 
better ſpirit , as appears by his prote- 
Row. 7. 22. ſtation 5 I delight in tbe Law of God after 
the inward man» He was paſlive, and fl 
with great grief and remorſe of heart 
Few.7. 14- complains, that he was ſold under ſin. 
He difcover'd great renitency, reluftan- 
cy and antipathies againſt every fin; For 
(ſaith he) that which I do, I allow not 3 
$-w. 7. 15. for what I would do, that do T not z, but 
what I bate, that do IT, O how did this 
holy Apoſtle fight and ſtruggle, and ex- 
erciſe continual Combatrs and Conflids, 
fighting againſt Sin and Satan / . And 
thereupon he breaks forth into a doles 
Ve :;.* fal complaint; But 1 ſee another Law in: 
my members, warring againi# the Law of 
”y 


a, err A &@wwogs rf ,, oY 27 
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uck my mind, and bringing me into captivity 

and to the Law of fin which is in my members. 

ziceJAnd it's obſervable, that all this while, 

andJaud amidſt all thoſe ſad complaints, Pal 
was a regenerate man3 and a pregnant | 

demonſtration we have of our aſſertion, 

becauſe he delighted in the Law of God, 

For ( ſaith he) 1 delight in the Law of God ya; ... 

after the inward man+ And to delight tn Tetus hom 

the Law of Godin the inward man, can re © 

not be appropriated to any, but to ſuch gitw: ab 

fonly who are in the ſtate of Regenerar *7#29% 

cy. Andthat the words of the Apoſtle =» —o_ 

are not by a figure 5 called ap TITIIIC, appellathr, 

$a ſlits evident thar he ſpeaks in his own, *** 

e- Jand not in another perſon , becauſe he 

ter Wfaith, 1 #9 ſelf, And that the Apoſtle rom. 7.154 

nd gives noallowance to himſelf ,, ., 

rt in any fin is clear, becauſe he ,, Doe e _ —_ 

*. {profeſſeth, For the good that I |> emphatic? difdum py 

n- Stzould , I do not; but the evil 4 deſignandun ſeipſum, 


! ne quis eum ſub alien 
or Eebich 1 would not, that 1 do. verfing Lela Puiſſe ln 


3 And the Apoſtle Was appre- cutum ſuſpicaretur.Eſtius 
vt fhenſive of bis own impotency i F<; Acvipiamus hoc 
- . , . in ſad ipſus perſona pro- 
is Jand inſufficiency, to extricate tulife 4poſftolum. Zcoce 
c- himſelf out of thoſe ſtraits and 1%, Hu exceptione f.i- 
s, (difficulties wherein he was in- 79,4 1597 Pee 
d [volved, and therefore he cries 7. multis ſordibus inqui- 
2» Jout for a deliyerer, as appears 4 Cir. | 

#; fin that pathetical exclamation: 0 wretch+ 

f 16d man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 


'y from 


_—  —— 
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from the Body of Six? By the Body 
Sin, heunderſtands all ſorts of Sm, bot 
Original and Actual, both the Root anc 


(0 

Fruit z the corrupt Fountain, and th 
corrupt Streams. And none but God cal 

deliver and ſet him free from them. Hg 

alone can deliver him, who delivers uf, 

from the wrath to come, 1 Thel. 1.10. ff 4 

Sefl. 3} Moreover, we are farther to conſider, 
that there is a vaſt and a wide differency $ 
between the howling of Dogs, and thy 

crying of Childrea ;z and there 1s as mucl 4 
difference berween the roaring of Galf g 

ly flaves, and the crying of godly j, 
Mourners, Wicked men, Slaves, and] a 

ſuch as feel the preſent ſmart of thfl h 

* Peiteat Jaſh , cry out bitterly by reaſon of thf y 
pig; great pain which they feel , and tholg] ( 
{agitiis ia. (Marting blows which they groan undery} 3 
pan * Bur as for all thoſe who are true and y 
& niſcrie Unfeigned Mourners in Zig , they arg c 
diutizs jze deeply afteted with godly ſorrow folf a 
-uſt,'z- finz and therefore they grieve and x 


agen; cor= MOUrn, becauſe they have been ſo hardy (| 


ps 11m hearted as to kick a tender Father upar y 


Furiband < his Bowels3 and have been ſo unthanky x 


carnis «= ful, as to {in againſt riches of mercy ang C, 
felis ircen= Joying kindneſs : Hence comes theif Þ 
tivarum ſe- —— . 

mins ſubtras Heart-piercing , Heart-breaking , and (; 
bens, &c. Soul-melting Sorrows, becauſe they havq g 


_ % been ſuch undutiful Children , _— b 


IP» Chap. 4 Chargers of a fencere Heart. 31 
Gy off el againſt a gracious and merciful God, 

bot the Father of all mercies , and the God 

Cand of all conſolations. No maſlie great 
Mountain , no not the burthen of #t-z 

(as theProverb is) no weight imagina«* 

J ble, or expreffible, can be ſo heavy, as 

is the burthen of Sin to a Child of God, 

And no manner of ſorrow can be fo bit-" 

ter to a godly man, as is the ſenſe of 

ence Sin, and ſorrow for it. Nothing in the 

World can be ſo grievous, vexing, tor- 

i turing, and every way afflictive to a 

good Chriſtian, as Sin is: for Sin to him 

is like a Dagger ſticking in his Heart, 

J and continually tormentiog and putting 

 bim to pain. Hereupon we read of David 
watering his Couch with his Tears 3 For Pal. 5-67, 
i (faith he) 1 am weary with my groaning 3 

1 make my Bed to ſwim, Iwater my Couch 

J with wry Tears : Mine eye is conſumed be- 

art Tan of grief. Further he expreſleth an 

fo addition to his mourning , becauſe þzz Pil. 43. ;;. 
0d tears was his meat day and nicht, To eat 

rdi the bread of affliction , and to drink the 

20h water of affliction is a ſad calamity, but 

ky to feed on tears muſt needs be much 

nd fadder3 but this is not all, for the 

cy Plalmiſt confelſſeth further 3. There is 20 PG ;3. 3; 
ng ſoundneſs in my fleſb , becauſe of thine au« 

a gers neither is there any refit in my bones, 

. becauſe of my fin, Dilcaſes, aches, yours 

: an 


92 Chara#ert of a ſentere Aeart. Chap. K 
Onniun eftzand broken bones are very grievous 


— ' 
1." but finis, or ſhould be, more grievo 


c97poris ex tO Us than all. David was of a ſanguir 


merbo vel complexion (and ſach, naturally ar 
6:0 ; s 
peccati þaQ. MOTE Chearful,) David was a great an 


bere, & potent King, and an-exceMlent Muſiciat 
peceats eti-et the ſenſe of his ſins canſed greet 
a7} VICAD 16 hs . A 
lo «ppellze. ſorrows to him, and- made him gt 
a ita mourning all the day long. If then ene 
#» 14 4, thorow ſenſe of fin, and rhe guile there 
zeſtatioze» of be ſet home upon the Conſcience 


peccatorium , bv — 
4-10 there will be weeping and mourning 


TH 


ol 


| 
fl 


reminds, The eye will affect rhe heart , and cauſdy' 


ceremvr- inward compunction ,, and godly fors 

Muc in row. Thus we read of Ephraim ſmiting 
upon his thigh. Of Ephraim'sConverfior 
and Repenrance (which 15 the Fruit-c 
Converſion) the Prophet Jeremy makes 
mention : I have ſorely beard Ephraim 

___ * bermrotning himſelf thus 3 Thou haſt chas 
ſtiſed me, and Iwas chaſtiſed, as a Bulloc 
wnaccuſtomed to the yoke, Turn thou me; 
and I ſhall be turned "for thou art the 
Lord my God. Surely after that I' wal 
turned, Irepented:; and after that T wm 
inſiruGed,” I ſmote upon myithich, 1 wat 
aſhamed , yea even confounded , Tc 
did beay the reproach of my youth. 'W6 


Tzct. 21:6. ſhall likewiſe find the Prophet Ezekiel 
foehing to the breaking of his loyns. And 
fob 42.6. Job abborring. himſelf, ud _— i 
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ous $duſt and zſhes- Many mourn for worldl 
vouYofſes} and ſhed many a tear for any loſs 
ingybich befals them in their cemporal 
- argeſtatez3 but few there are which moura 
 anor fin » which produceth the greateſt 
iarMols, even the loſs of God's favor. Many 
reatſt}iave cauſe to repent for their worldly 
| oefnournings, and to mourn for their 
Snournings- See the vaſt difference be- 
ween worldly and godly ſorrow, 2 Cor: 
'Ij. 10. For godly ſorrow worketh repentance 
0 ſalvation, not to be repented of; but the 
Morrow of the world worketh death, If we 
could mourn for fin much more; and 
ti4@or the world leſs, we ſhould lead more 
\Kcomfortable lives for the future, than 
yer we have formerly done. 
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, h 0J Sorrowing and Monrning for others Sit, 
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v8 A Fifth Character of a fincere Heart Chare?. x, 
Va is Sorrowing and Mourning for 7,7 
».3Fthers Sins. A true godly Mourner , Li". 
VeEwhoſe heart is upright with God) doth $c8. 7: 
7elMot confine and terminate his ſorrow 

1d Fvithin the narrow compaſs of his own 
inoreſt, aud pot let it extend apy further, 
/ ns" bur 
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Gut he laies to heart , and unfeigned]; 
mourns for the'fins of others. Though 
(asit's'commonly ſaid ) Charity begin 0 
at home; -yer-iE muſt not end there; 
thete muſt be'a- pls z/trs for our Chay © 
rirys it muſt be diffufive, and extended t 
to'others; Afid' this is a great fign off ® 
love, when we are aflected with, and af J 
feed for the fins ol others, as well af} {* 
for our own. : 'Every good -man is noth f! 
only \grieved for his own ſins , but forſ f 
the ſins 'of others. Of "this excellent} 11 
temper was David, the man after God' l 
ewn heart who from his heart 'pro- 
felled, Rivers of tears run down mine eyes, 
becauſe they keep mot thy Law, Pal. 119, 
Qui ſpirits 236, But many there are whoſe moti- 
11. 1,5, ons are excentrick to that good man 
tivnt tales for they are ſo far ſtrangers to mourn- 
_ ing for other .mens fins, as they make 
it Loth up their ſins a matter of ſport z mirth and 
viderx mockery: However, they would be 
ſreleri 9- hath to be branded for fools, yet they, 
vien reg- Cannot eſcape Solomon's cenſure, Prov, 
nzre Sodo- 1 4.9. Fools make a mock af fin, When men 
ma, &c. . 
Molery,, make fin a matter of pleaſure and jeſt- 
ing, and make that a matter of laughter, 
which ſhould be a cauſe of mourning, 
they ſhew themfelves to. be notorious 
fools. Many there are who deſervedly 
may be rapk'd among{t the chiefeſt = 
| wor 
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| men drunk, or hear them ſwear orcurſe, 


or talk laſciviouſly , and belch out ſuch 

words as, (even the Heathen could ſay ) 

corrupt good manners, 1 Cor, 15, 33. then #%{+rop 
thoſe men are tranſported with laughter i» 39), 
and merriment, and they talk with de- ##2i= 
light and complacency, pleafing them- te: 
ſelves with the remembrance of others ; ==; 
ſins. - Theſe have Solomon's brand for * 
fools 3 and their folly will appear to their 

ſhame, when they ſhall mourn for their 
laughter, and weep for their wicked 
pleaſure and jollities When ſome 

wrote Books in a jeſting and deriding 
manner, concerning ſeveral faults of 

preat men , after Mr. Greezrham, a Re- 

verend and Learned Divine , had read 

thoſe Books, he was much offended at 

them, ſaying, That ſins ought ts be made ;- ,,.. 
0diows , and not onely made ridiculous. hm workss 


Whatever fins we either difcern in our 
ſelves, or in any other, we ought to 


mourn for them, and not to make a 
ſport of them. A good Chriſtian, who 
Is acquainted with the pangs of the New 
Birth, and is ſenfible of that great fil- 
thineſs and abomination that is in every 
fin, and that every lin grieveth and vex- 
eth God; and is odious and abominable 
ia his fight , ſuch A_ (1 ſay) where- 
2 
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ever he finds fin, he hates it, and mourns 
for it; and therefore he is not an idle 
Spectator , or over-curious Inquiſitor » 
bur a real Mourner for other mens fins, 
And whilft he mourns for others fins, he 
refle&s upon himſelf as a perſon made 


of theſame mould, and one of the ſame 


paſſions, and having the ſame corrupt 
nature. That excellent Father St. Ber- 
4rd makes mention of an old man, who 
when he had heard that one of his Bre- 
thren had committed a ſcandalous (in, 
he wept bitterly, ſaying , He ſin'd to day, 
1 may fin to moroow, We are all by nature 
children of wrath, as others, FEphel. 2. 3, 
Nature makes no difference between us 
and the vileit of men : Who art thou 
then that boaſteſt of a good nature, and 
a ſweet diſpoſition ? though theſe things 
are very commendable amongſt men, 
and much to be deſired, yet there's 
much more required ; for the beſt na- 
eure, without ſandtifying grace, is no 
better than poyſon in a golden Cup. 
Hath then God endowed: thee with a 
oreater meaſure of grace than thy Bro 
ther? remember that it is thy duty to 
acknowledg with all thankfulnefs, that 
what grace thou haſt , is the free pift of 
God. And what bait thou which thou hat 
mot received © now if thou didif receive 

it, 
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it, why dot thou glory as if thon hadit not 1 Cor. 4.7, 
received it ® Not the goodneſs of thy 

nature, but the free grace of God makes 

thee to differ from thy Brother. O there- 

fore with all thankfulneſs acknowleds 

God's reſtraining grace, and ſanQifying 

grace » whereby thou art kept from run- 

ning with others into the ſame exceſs of 

riot» All ſorts of grace come from God 3 

aS antecedent, concomitant, and ſubſe. 

quent3 and a Chriſtian hath need of 

them all, that ſo he may begin any good 

work, proceed, and perſevere therein. 

If the Lord ſhould leave thee to thy (elf, 

and let thee be fill'd with thy own ways, 

and give thee up to thy own hearts luſts, 

thou wilt quickly deſtroy thy felt, by 
breaking out into ſuch horrid ſins, as 

the vileſt of men give themſelves to 

commit with delight and complacency. 

It was a good Prayer in an ancient Le- 

tany, Lord, deliver me from my ſelf, That 

rare Pather St, Ferzmard prayed 4 Lord, 
deliver me from the evil man, (i.e. ) my 
ſelf. Thus he counted himſelf the evil :-,z »: + 
man , and thus he dilcovered (ingular /*- En. 4 
humility. LIICHD _ 

Let's not negle& our duty, in big gx . 

both affeted with , and afflicted for the 
ſins of others, as remembring. thar we 


are men of like paſſions; and ye are 
| C 3 Guſt 
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duſt and aſhes, frail creatures, our Fa- 
thers being Amorites, and our Mothers 
Hittites z notwitnſtanding we are pre= 


ſerv'd from the commiſſion of many. 


fins which others ordinarily commit, we 
have great cauſe of thankfulneſs, but 
not the leaſt cauſe of being proud, If 
through riches of mercy we have hopes 
of a ſaving intereſt in Chriſt , ( we not 
knowing the ſecret Decree of God) for 
ought we know others may be fellow 
members of Chriſt's Body , and fellow 
Citizens of the new Jer»/alem ; we ought 
therefore to ſympathize with them, and 
be alike affeted with variety of Diſ- 
penſations towards them, as the Apoſtle 
commands, Rozte 12,15 Rejoyce with 


, them that do rejoyce, weep with them that 


weep, For any one to ſay as Cain, Am 1 
my Brothers keeper * What am I con- 
___ cernd in anothers matters ? let every 
3:4. 4 One look to himſelf: ſuch ſpeeches as 
1c !PERHT ft * 51 © © © 
« Plx-n2* theſe are fo far below a Chriſtian ſpirit, 
494 n0bis asthey come ſhort of a moral Heathen : 


ſolum n:tt 


"+15, (c4 For one of the beſt of Heathen Orators 


o:tus noi cites Plato, (and commends his ſaying ) 
precmpi- We are not only born for our ſelves , but 
parentes Our Conntry , our Parents 5 our Friends 
wenaicanty challenge a part of w. And Sympathies 
Fc... and Antipathies are critical Diſpenſa- 
of. 1j5.1. tions, and diſcriminate Friends from 


Enemies: 


< V 
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Enemies, If then our Brethren be in 
adverſity, then we ſhould mourn with 
them3 if they be in proſperity, we 
ſhould rejoyce with them. Solomontells 
us, Eccleſ..3. 11. that God hath made eve- 
ry thing beautifhl in bis time , .alſo be hath 


ſet the world. in their heart, And' that 


ſhews the beauty of Providence3 for 
God hath abundantly diſcovered his 
beautiful ordering of all the affairs of 
the World, repreſenting his iofinite 
Wiſdom and gracious Providence. Now 
ſeaſons of Providence are to be ob- 
ſerved, and we ougi:t to at according- 
ly; as the ſame Wiſe man exhorts, Ec- 


cleſ, 7.14, 1n the aay of proſperity be Joy» 


ful , but in the day of adverſity conſider - 


God alſo hath (et the owe over againit the 
other, to the end that man ſhould find 0+ 
thing after him. And as we ought to 
take notice of Providences in genera], 
ſo we ſhould take notice of the parti- 
cular conditions of others, as conſider- 
ing that all things co:ne by a Provi- 
dence, cither permitting or approving. 
No fig is approved of, but altogether 
abhorred by Almighty God; y«t Ged 
permits that which he approves not of. 
For the greateſt of fins which the Jews 
committed, in embrewing their hands 
ia the blood of Chriſt , came to paſs by 

C 4 - Divine 
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Divine permiſiive Providence}, (as St. 
Peter ſpake AA 2. 23.) Him being de» 
Tivered by the determinate counſel pan 
foreknowleag of God, ye have taken, an 
by w cked hands have crucified and ſlain. 
That which was an AQ of the higheſt 
Malice in the Jews, was an Ad of great 
Providence in God, 

Wherefore though we cannot (though 
if wecould we ought) prevent and hin- 
der the commiſſion of «ins in others, yet 
( be they never ſo bad) we ought hearti- 
ly to mourn for them. So did Lot 
mourn for the abominatiop of the $0- 
domitcs3 though they were ripe for ven- 
veance, by reaſon of their exceeding 
great wickedneſs, (as if they had attains 
ed unto the higheſt degree of (inning) 
yet Lot grieved and mourned for them, 
who no way grieved nor mourned for 
themſelves. Of Lot's mourning for thoſe 
wicked Sodomites, St, Petcr ſets an eſpe- 
cial remark, 2 Pet. 2,7. 4d delivered 
juit Lot, vexed with the filthy converſae 
tion of the wicked, The word imports 

; more then an ordinary ſorrow and vexa” 
*:1, tion for their wickedneſs, for it ſignifies 

«METOP, » * 

Sievificas tO beoppreſled,wearied, and grievouſly 
opprimi,/«* afflicted, And it's further added 3 For 
amt: that righteauws wan dwelling among them, 
TA Geri, 742 fe etng and hearing, vexed his 77 ghteons 
i Loc 4 L foul 
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ſoul from day to day with their unlawful 
deeds, 2 Pet. 2.8, And here is-another 
word expreſſing a greater grief or vexa- 
tion 3 the word is *C«ozy:my. The word 
implies a ſifting and ſearching; ſo in Ari- 
flophanes, & others note upon the word : 
So that many have been queſtion'd by 
ſuch ſearching and torturing to force 


4r" 


confeſſion. 2. The word frgnifieth to v4. Ro, 
ves, rack and torment 3 and it expref. 14- 19. 


ſeth the torments of Hell, Lot was as 
it were upon the rack, and for the time 
imagin'd himſelf to be ſo tormented in 
his Soul, asif he wasin Hell, by ſecing 
and hearing thoſe abominations of the 
Sodomites, And as Lot, fo the Prophet 
Jeremy was a true Mourner for the {ins 
of others3 he wept abundantly for the 
dreadful judgments infli&ted on the 1ſ- 
raelites : his Rhetorick 1s rais'd to 4a 
high pitch. Ay bowels, my bowels; I av? 
painced at my very heart; my heart maketh 
a noiſe 'in me, I cannot hold my peace; 
becauſe thou hait heard, O my Soul , the 
found of the Trumpet, the alarm of War, 
Jer. 4- 19. And he ſtrains himſelf to a 
higher piece of Rhetorick, Jer. g. 1. 0 
that my head were waters, and mmecyes 
a fountain of tears, that I might weep day 
and night for the ſlain of The daughter of 


my people, But he not only weeps ou 
the 
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ot]as up 
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the judgments, but in an eſpecial man- 
ner for their ſins, Jer. 13. 17. But if ye 
will not hear it, my Soul ſhall weep in ſe- 
cret places for your pride, By what hath 
been mention'd , let's utterly deteſt the 
eareleſs, heedleſs temper of Cain, Galio, 
&*c. and let ns look upon our ſelves 
concerned, not only to mourn for, and 
bewail our own fins, but mourn for, and 
bewail the ſins of others alſo. 


GCHAP. VI. 


- Shewing, that all ſincere-hearted 


Chriſtians labour to approve their 
Hearts towards God, 


H E fixth Charater of a fincere- 

hearted Chriſtian, is to approve 
himſe!f to God, and to put himſelf in 
the integrity of his heart upon the teſt, 
trial and examination of God himſelf, 
who only knows the heart, and alone 
can ſearch it thorowly. Thus David 
durſt not ſtand upon his own ſearching, 
but caſts himſelf altogether upon God's 
ſearch and trial : Jude me, (ſaith he) 0 
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Lord, for Thavc walked in ming integrity 5 | 
DF. 4 
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1 have truſted alſo in ihe Lord, therefore 
I ſpall not ſlide. Examine me, 0 Lord, aud 

rove ee try my reins and my heart, 
Pſal. 26. 1, 2. Likewiſe in another Pſalm 
David puts himſelf upon a farther teſt 
and trial, Tſalm 139.23, 24. Search we, 
0 God, and know my heart, try me , and 


know my thoughts, Ard ſce if there be any * 


wicked way in me, and lead me inthe way 
everiaſting. Job makes his appeals and 
applications unto God alone. Bebold, 
(ſaith he) my witneſr.is in Heaven , and 
my record is on high, Job 16. 19. Hence 
he diſcover'd a reſolution truly heroical. 
1 will not remove my integrity from m2. 
My righteouſneſs 1 hold fait, and will not 
let it go: my heart ſhall not reproach me 
ſo long as T live, Job 25. 5, 6. Variety 
of the fouleſt flanders are caſt upon the 
people of God, (as Hiſtories mention) 
even ſuch lies and calumnies were in+ 
vented, as bad as the Father of lies 
could invent. Nero, when Kome was 
burnt, imputed the burning of it to the 
Chriſtians 3 and the Romiſh Gun-pow- 
der Traytors ( had their Treaſon took 
Effet) were reſolved to have laid the 
whole Treaſon upon ſich whom they 
maliciouſly ſtigmatized with the nick” 
name of Puritans. Its an old Policy 
(though there is not one dram of ho- 

nelty 
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neſty in it) of Machiavel; © To accuſe 
* boldly, and caſt dirt enough, hoping 
* that ſome may ſtick on. Yet notwith- 
ſtanding, all thoſe whoſe hearts are ſin- 
cere and upright towards God, do raiſe 
to themſelves a ground of ſtrong con- 
ſolation , from the teſtimony of a good 
conſciencez that notwithſtanding hu- 
mane infirmities, the whole frame, ver- 
gency, and reſolution of their hearts is, 
to walk in the fear of God all the day 
Jong. The Apoſtle ſpeaks in his own 
name, and in the names of all gpright- 


. - hearted Chriſtians, 2 Cor. 1. 12, For our 


Sed. 2, 


rejoycing is this, the teſtimony of our con= 
ſcience 5 that in ſpmplicity, and godly ſtu 


cerity, uot with fl:ſhly wiſdom, but by tho 


grace of God, we have bad our converſa< 
tion inthe World, and more abundantly to 
you-wards, Wherefore then we muſt 
make1t our grand ſtudy and buſineſs to 
approve our hearts toGod, and alwaies 
to walk as in the prefence of God, as 
having the fear of God before our eyes 3 
if ſo, amidſt troubles, trials, and ſuffer 
Ings, we may take abundant comfort 
In the integrity of our hearts and con» 
ſciences, 

It muſt be daily bewail'd ( what we 
cannot deny ) that we are ſubje& to 
many inhrmities , and ſhall never be 
quite 
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quiteexempted from them whilſt we are 
in this World, yet if we groan under the 
burthen of them , and mourn for them, 
and pray and ſtrive againſt them there 
may be ſincerity in the heart, \notwiths 
ftanding human infirmities incident to 
our lives. . We read in that Parable, 
Matth. 25, 5. that all the Virgins ſlepr, 
even the five wiſe Virgins as well as the 
five fooliſh Virgins: - While the Brides 
groom tarried , they all ſlumbred and ſlept. 
That ſleeping implies infirmity. Both 
wiſe and fooliſh went forth to meet the 
Bridegroom , vetſe 1. Both of them took 
their Lamps, verſe 3. But the wiſe 100k 


4s 


Oyl in their Veſſels, with their Lamps 5 
i.e, they had grace in their hearts. Both 
wiſe and fooliſh had the Lamps of an in- 


lightned judgment, and of an 
outward profeſſion 3 but the 
wiſe had made proviſion for 
ſupplies, and augmentation 
of all the graces of the ſpirit 
of God. Thoſe five wiſe Vir- 
gins, notwithſtanding they 
ſlept as well as the fooliſh, yet 
they were admitted to the 
Marriage, when the fooliſh 


Per oleum unde lampa- 
des aluntur ne exiinguze 
tur poterit exponi core 
dis juftitia, finceritas & 
vigilantia, que eſt in ve- 
ra ſolida, & perſcue- 
ranti fide Chriſti, & cha. 
ritate non fila. Nam ſine 
tali corde, quid alind eff 
quicquid forts oftenditur, 
quam lampas quedan 
abſque oleo. Muic. in Loc, 


loſt the ſeaſon, and a door of hope was 
for ever ſhut againſt them, For we read 
Matth. 25.10. And while they went to 


® 
= 


buy, 
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buy, the Bridegroom came , and they that 

were ready went in with him to the Mar- 

riage, and the door was ſhut, The Spouſe 
likewiſe had her infirmities, and ſhe was 

ſenſible of them, ſo ſhe profeſſeth, Cart. 

5.2, 1 ſleep, but my heart waketh. She 

confeſt (as ſome have obſervd ) © That 

vid. Exgliſh *© ſecurity had oppreſt her in a great 
Annotat, ** meaſure 3 but yet the inward bent 
*and motion of her heart was active 

«and vigilant. Let us, Oh! let us ſes 

cure this Fort-Royal of a good 'cons 
ſcience 3 this is a better defence than a 

_ m_ wall of Braſs. Bulwarks and Forts have 
Nt corſcire been took by ſtratagems, or by ſtorm- 
fi null 10g 5 great Caſtles built upon Rocks 
”" may be undermind, and the ſtrongeſt 
* Military Garriſon may be forced to 
yield , leſt they beſtarved : but a good 
Conſcience cannot be ftarv'd, for it's 

a continual feaft, - Ahaſhneroſh made a 
magnificent ' Feaſt unto the common 

People ſever dates; but unto his Princes 

and Nobles, an hundred and fourſcore 

daies, Fither 1. 4,-5. But he that daily 

keeps a good Conſcience, he keeps a 

Feaſt every day. And notwithſtanding 

many aſſaults and batteries, . a good 
Conſcience will be a fhield of defence, 

and as a Bulwark'impregnable, to ſe- 

cure us from the malice and __ 
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of unreaſonable and malicious Adver- 
ſaries. However men may be inraged 
againſt us, and accuſe us falſly, and con« 
demn us unjuſtly, yet if a good Con- 
ſcience acquit us, we have more to 
make for us , than all accuſations and 
condemnations of the worſt of Enemies 
can make againſt us. Wherefore we 
ſhould make it our continual endeavor 
to walk with that wiſdom and circum- 
ſpettion , as we may put to filence un- 
godly men, who watch for our haltings, 
and would gladly make us an offender 
for a word. And a good Conſcicnce, 
and a good Converſation, will make 
our Enemies to be aſhamed. Havine a 


47 


Chriftians 


teſtatum 


good conſcience , that whereas they. ſpeak mundo 16 


evil.of you , as of evil does , they may be © 
aſhamed that faſly accuſe your good cONUer® ou ab 


erent, ſe 


mat tmpie® 


ſation in Chriſt, 1 Pet, 3. 16. Here is the tate,vere5; 


great Jabour, and the great work, ſot 


.endeayor to order our hearts and our 


Jives, that we may amidſt all our trou- 29 
peritis ſut- 


ſpelt e= 


bles and calamities, either imminent or 


0 pretatss 
corruptels 
ab eſſe,quo 


omine ia 


incumbent on us, appeal to God, the ans. Calr, 


ſearcher of al]hearts, whoſe curious eyes 
are more then ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand, even infinitely more bright 
than the Sun in his brightneſs 3 before 
whom all things are tranſparent; io 


whom day and pight are all ones the 
darkeit 
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darkeſt night hideth not from God : For 

riley (faith the Apoſtle, Heb. 4. 13. ) neither 
a10pune. 35 there any creature that 35 not manifaſt in 
gone his fiehis but all things are naked and 
tici opened unto the eyes of him with whom we 
Te249M- have to do. If then the Queſtion (which 
(+021 dict 5. 9 yery material one) be askt , What is 
ky ge that which will carry us through the 
excorin= greateſt ſufferings ? I anſwer, that a God 
dot. 7 reconciled in Jeſus Chriſt, a Conſcience 
12, tar- Pacified , and a Righteous Cauſe, 3. e, 
den»cſpi- when we ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake, 


nat - . 
pron 4; Will make us Conquerors, and more 


totaſoris than Conquerors, as the * word very 
&'%s emphatically imports, mentioned by 
ant. Bezz, the Apoſtle, Rom. 8.37. rmprizapir ſuperr 
*Rom. 8. Vincimus, Nay, in all theſe things we are 


! . : 
37-v T4" more than Conquerors , through him that 
WIzOMer, 1... 
ſupervincie lo ved Us 
mus, quont- ; 

_ crace etiam gloriamur , nedum ut , animanm deſpondeamnie Cypra 
piſt, 26, | Pe 


» 
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% 
[ 


7: 


Set. 1. CharaGers of a ſincere Heart: 
25] 


CHAP. VIL 


W bere the Heart is ſincere , there 
will be a preſſing forward towards 
PerfeSion. 


Proceed to a ſeventh Charater of a C6142. 7; 


L ſincere Heart ; and this both an A- 


paſtolical CharaQter, and an Apoſtolical toward: 


Praftice 3 viz. A preſſing forward to- 
wards Perfetion. St. Paul propounds 
bis own Example as a Pattern for our 
imitation , and what he had experi- 
mented , and known to be good expe” 
rimentally, he communicates to us, and 
exhorts to reduce into praftices Not as 
(fGith he) though. I had already attained, 
either, were. already. perf , but 1 follow 
after, that T may apprehend that for which 
alſa 14m apprehended of Chrift, Brethren, 
I. count not my ſelf to have apprehended, 
but this one thing I do, foreetting thoſe 
things which are behind » and reaching 


forth unto thoſe tbings which: are before 3 


I preſs toward the mark for the price of the 
bigh calling of God in-Chriit Jeſws + Let 
w therefore , as many as be perfe@ be thiy 
winded, Phil. 3, 12, 13, 14,15. This 

D pro» 


UM  m— —_— — 


) 
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progreliive motion David Jaies dowor g[1, 
a ſign of ſuch who are bleſled, Pſal. 84.1}, 

6, 7. Who paſſing through the valley 0 
Baca make it awell, the rain alſs filleth 
the pool : They go from ſtrength to trenath, 
every one of them in Zion appeareth be« 
fore God. Their indeavors are indefa- 
tigable, and their motions are continued 
and propreſlive in the ſervice of God, 
Hence judicious Calvix obſerves upon 
the place 3 © That the faithful recolleq 
«:/41- © their ſtrength , and aſcend nnto'the 
ren #dcler © mount of Z70#, and are not hindred 
| [ubiade vie ** by any wearineſs till they behold the 
iq) os _—_ face of God. Our grand indeayor 
crea is 
| | morteyn Z - ſhould be dO Fer grace, and truth of 
'! on vec {aſ= pracez and to be diligent in ſearching 
(1:42 1- whether we have got ſpecial and more 
dn1cc cor. than common graee 3 and whether we 
po_ miſtake not parts for graces. We miſt 
Coo by fitting, examining , and trying 
| P:.84. whether our grace be true and genuine, 
Al | 1-77 fincere and ſaving grace : And our ins 
| deavor muſt be continued to get growth 
in grace, and more acceſſions thereunto. 
If we would be preſerved from apoſtacy 
and back-ſliding, we muſt grow in 
grace 3; for growth in grace is a ſpecial 
[' preſervative ro kzep us from failing 
| from our ſtedfaſtneſs. For ſofaith the 
Apoſtlc, 2 Pet, 3. 17, 16. Te therefore, bg- 
toved, 
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IT js loved, ſe eeing ye know theſe things before, 
© 4. beware , beſt ye alſo being led away with the 


0 
th 
th, 

ge 
fa- 
ed 


error of the wicked , fall from your 'own 
edfaſtneſs. A ſovereign remedy to pre- 
vent the danger of Apoſtaey, is pre- 


ſcribed in the following words, wer/., 


13, 
But grow in grace , and in the krowledg 
of our Lord and $1viour Jeſua Chriſt... A 
rawing Believer 1s a new born Chris 
Gian, As new born babes deſare the ſincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby, 
1 Pet: 2. 2. Likewiſe augmentation: of 
every particular grace is required ; .We 
muſt labour for true grace as to, the 
quality of it 5 and as to T quantity of it 
we mult \{til] be alding thereynto. . Se 
ſaith cthe:ſame Apoſtle, 2 Pets 1.5, 6, 7, 8» 
Add 10 your. faith virtue, and to virtue Ef irſynis 
knowledg ,\ and to knowlede temperance, Mic 9:15, 
nd to temperance patience, and to patience 15s 
4 ewp PArience, PARIENCE },,,,\ Chri- 
godlineſs, and to godlineſ; bratherly kind- lb:1e vite 
meſs , and.to brotherly kindneſs chrrity ; [171:M 
. ens) eloriptss 
For if thaſe things.be.in you , 411d abound, y11,,g ve- 
they make you that. ye ſhyÞl neither be bay- ris tum 
ren nor unfruiifel in the the knowledg of *;o _ 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. . We have need of aundes 
every grace z. and the more we2 haveof ——_z 
any grace 10-{incerity and in truth, the 
more weſhall vilucit, and the more we 
ſhall beg ſupplies of God , and increaſe 
from higz. -, The Apoltles pray'd, Lord, 
D 2 7 


ins 


StF. 2. 


xelarnoar 


bl 


Ta UStgn- 


wat], Th 


F 
WTSEWS 
(i. e.) o9- joy for your ſakes before our God 'night and 
wibus Iu hye 4s A 
ris fidem 
veſtram a 
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increaſe our Faith. If we have any grace 
already really wrought in us , we' ſhall. 
be ſenfible what need we have of, and 
ſhall pray for, a continual augmenta- 
tron. | 

To inſtance m particulars : Have we 
Faith? let's fift narrowly, and examine 
thorowly, whether our faith be a ſaving 
faithz whether ir be a juſtifying faith, 
Rom:5.1. ſuch as works by love, Gal. 3.6, 
and' purifies the heart, As 15. 9. (for 
this only is of the right ſtzmp :) or whe- 
ther our faith be only hiſtorical, dog- 
matical , and only temporary. If we 
ſearch exaQtly , upon mature and delis 
berate refletions 'upon our ſelves, we 
ſhall find ſome failings and deficiencies 
in our faith : For though (queſtionleſs) 
the Theſſalonians had true faith, yet rhe 
had ſomething lacking in their faith, And 
yet they were ſuch for whom the A- 
poſtle gave thanks to God in an efpe- 
cial manner, I The. 3. 9, 10. For (ſaith 
he) what thanks can we render again 10 
God for you, for all the joy wherewith wt 


day, praying exceedinely that we 


, might (ee your face, and perfeF that which 
huc impere 3s I:ching 4 your faith ”? And as we 
fe tam ab- 
ſol vamus. 
Bepe inLocs 


ſhould labour for more faith , ſo ſhould 


we labour for more love , — 
neſs,| 


wml ow £AA _ OA @«F=xzZ a o< cc. 
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neſs, more humility , and more ſelt-de» 
nial, K then through the pride of our 
own hearts we ſhould flatter our ſelves 
as if we hadgraceenough already, it's 
evident that we never had any grace at 
all in ſincerity and in truth 3 for wheres 
ever true grace is planted in the heart, 
it fructifies th the life and converſation. 
Grace is no withered dead plant, but a 
living and growing plant 3 where the 
ſeed of grace is ſound in the heart, it 
takes root downward , and brings forth 
fruit upward throughout the practice of 
our whole lives, ** He then who la- X# deſint 
© bours not to grow better, begins to my So 
pit de 
* grow worſe, as a Father faith. Thongh fcere.Bcru, 
covetoufneſs, and a greedy carking care 
after the World are unlawful , yer here 
is a lawful covetouſneſs 3 for to deſire 
more grace is a holy covetouſneſs, To 
be rapax & ftenax, i. e. to get and graſp 
all that oneget, and not to be willing 
to part with any thing, are characters of 
covetous Earth- worms 5 but to be eager , .. 
and greedy after increaſe of every grace, | ———_ 
and when we have got grace; to be care. erigit c> 
ful to the utmoſt to keep it , this is the #7 
only lawful kind of covetouſneſs , re- }, con9z- 
commended by the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 12-13, 14:dis/2i- 
Covet earneſtly the beſt gifts. And grace pave ym 
is the beſt gift , Chriſt himſelf only ex< Thwoph, 
D 3 cepted; 
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cepted : Gitts of Tongues, and gifts of 
Wiſdom and Uo ndgg, Cc. are 
highly to be valued , but this gift of 


Grace 1s of far greater value. Grace is} 


©uid conſtitutivam 5 1. e. that which 
conſtitutes a true Chriſtiaa, Though 
Tongues, and Arts and Sciences are pre- 
eious in their kind , yet many bad men 
may have them, and many good men 
may want them but Grace is of ab” 
ſolute neceſkity , for without it we can- 
not come to-Heaven 3 and without holi- 


#zeſs we ſhall never ſee the Lord, Where- | 


fore let us cry out for Grace, as Solowor 
makes mention of the Horf{eecbes two 
Danghters, Give, give, Prov. 30. I5e 
Wherefore we ſhould not reſt ſatisfied & 
contented with theſe meaſures of Grace 
whercunto we have at preſent attained, 


but we ſhould make it our great buſſ- | 


neſs, fiucy, ard 1deavor to grow from 


one degree of grace unta another: We| 
mult ©: - folew bilineſi, Heb. 12.14. | 


but perfid holineſs in the fear of God, 


2 Cor. 7.1. We muſt ſtrive after per” | 
f&ion of grace though we are income | 


paſſed with many imperfections in this 
World, yet we mult not allow our ſelves 
in them, but mourn for them z and ſtill 


' £0 0N 1n adding grace to grace here, 


till at length grace be (ſwallowed upin 
glory 5 


OS .a 
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glory 3 and we then ſhall attain rothe 
end of our hope, the ſalvatian of our 
immortal Souls. 


CHAP, VII. 


Shewing, that where the Heart 1; 
fancere, there is a ftrit Watch 
ſet upon the Heart and Life , t0 
keep #5 from boſome Sins, 


| T He eighth CharaGter of ſincerity is a g,;.7 gr 


ſtri& Watch ſet upon the Heart and 4 ſrid 
Fel [7 atco a= 


Life, againſt all and every boſome and {75 = 


| beloved Sin : Be thy ſins as dear and as ſome 5:45, 
| near as a right hand, or a right eye, they 


muſt be cut off, and pluckt 


Obſervenss in bac Chia 


out 5 for {o ſaith our Saviour, ſt: 1dmonitione quo ſerio 


Matth, 5+ 29, 30. And if thy qno ſervore quanique ve- 


| richt eye offend thee, pluck it P0enti certimneopys (i 


4 YOS 218 Det Gueren bus 
out, and cal it from thee; for ut offeatica/mum acca- 


it 75 profitable for tbee that O7e fennes und: cangie 17 1en” 
tes amvutent. Much. in 


of thy members ſhould periſh, 5. 
and not that thy whole body 


fhopld be caſt into Hell. And if thy right 


hand offend thee, cut it off, an caſt it frone 
thee for it i profitable ſor thes that ene 
abs. bd as. 


s %% 
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of thy members ſhould periſh, and not that 


thy whole body ſhould be cat into Hell, 
But theſe words may not be underſtood 
literally , of mutilating and of diſmem= 
bring of our ſelves, but weare to under* 
ſtand them as ſpoken by way of caution, 
and of {:rict command,nat only to avoid 
all ſins, but all manner of appearance of 
evilz3 and likewiſe all ſorts of occaſions 
and temptations to fin- - The Pſalmilt 
gives aclear note of diſtintion between 
bim whoſe heart is upright, and him 
whoſe heart 15 not upright towards God, 
Neque 9:4/= P/2f, 18.23 1 was (faith he) upright be- 
Ae fore bis, and 1 kept my (elf trom .mine 
tatis fiudio } 3 P J / f f 
priget, "iſs gniquity. It's plain and evident from 
9% Jcasl9 that Scripture, that every boſome fin, 
{eCcuſiodte ho G » Wa) | 
e ab iai- Which David calls mine iniquity, ought 
qu:ateſu4. 3 an eſpecial manner to be watched 


Caivein 
yo" HO overtaken With it, we ſhould loathe and 
— leaveit. That fin is a boſome fin which 
naturd med 1S peccatnm in delicizs, a darling fn, like 
promefny Delilah in the boſome 5 an Agag, a 
havin. Tuling fin; 2 Gzbeonite, a pretending fin : 
milteren any fin that pleads with an Exceptive , as 
= —_— Naamman did, 2 Kings 5, 18. In this thing 
rerem quas the Lord pardon thy Servaxt ,. that mhen 
aater ad- my Maſter goeth eto the houſe of Rim- 
of _ mon 70 worſhip there, and be leaneth on 
" any hand, and I bow down my ſelf in the 
houſe 


againſt, and prevented; and if we be 
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houſe of Rimmon , 1he Lord parden thy 
Servant in this thing, All theſe, and 
ſuch like Apologies and pleadings, pre= 
tences and excuſes for fin, muſt be ut- 
terly abhor'd and abandon'd altogether. 
Suppoſe thy fins may be leſfer compara- 
tively than ſome others, yet no fin can 
be fo little, but it's greatly hated and 
abhor'd by Almighty God, and deſerves 
his wrath to be poured down upon the 
Sinner unto all eternity. As for inſtance, 
ſuppoſe thon accuſtomeſt thy ſelf to 
petty and lefſer Oaths, frothy and vain 
diſcourſe; jeſting lyes, ec, yet all theſe 
havefilth and guilt in them, and are odi: 
ous and abominable in the fight of God, 
and therefore we ought to deteſt and 
utterly forfake them. One of the an- 
cient Fathers , of the higheſt rank , dee 


*to tell (though but one) alye, al- 
© though the telling of that one lye 
& might ſave the whole World. The 
Reaſon of that Aſertion is grounded 
upon that Propoſition of eternal Truth, 
We may not do evil that goed may come 
thereof. Ancient fins, which are of long 


ſtanding and cuſtom , ſuch as are ſins of 


pleaſure and profit, ſuch as ſuit moit 
with the genius, complexion, and con- 


ſtitution of particular men, and conduce 
901 moſt 


T7 


| clares his judgment, ** That none ought augun; 
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molt to the ſatisfaction of carnal luſts, 
and to tbe pleaſing of fleſh and blood, 
and corrupt nature, are ſo far from be- 


ing extenuated , as notwithſtanding Cu- | 


{tom and Antiquity, they carry a greater 
Aggravation with them. Thieves, Mur+ 
therers, and ſuch notorious criminal 
perſons, cannor expect to fare a whit 
the better, but the worle altogether, for 


pleading a cuſtom and habit in their | 
wickedneſs : Wherefore then let us in | 
good earneſt lozthe and deteſt all fins, | 
and after loathing and deteſting , leave | 
and forſake all manner of fins; and 
break off both a&s and habits of ſinning | 
by unfeigned repentance, and conver- | 
fion to God, And let us fulfil that Pro- | 
pheſie by our daily practice, 1/3. 30. 22. 
Te ſhall defile alſo the covering of thy gra* | 
vin Images of Silver, and ornament of thy | 
molten Images of Gold, Thou ſhalt cait | 
them away as a minſiruow Cloth thou | 
ſhait ſay nnto it, Get thee hence, Let none | 


preſume to plead for any fin, as Lot 


pleaded for Zoars Ts it not a little ene? | 
and yy Soul ſball live, Alittle leak in a | 
Ship, if it be negle&ed and not ſtopt up | 
preſently, may ſink the Ship, ard ſo all | 


in the Ship may be ſuddenly drowned. | 


A little Thicf put into a Window may 


open the Door, and let in a multitude of | 


; | ſuch 
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ſuch deſperate Cut>throats,as may quicke 
ly defiroy a whole Family. A little Pen- 
knife, a little Aul or Bodkin, may kill a 


{ man as ſoon as either Sword, Spear, or 


Gun. Siſera the General of Jebix's For- 
ces, ran away on his feet, and ſo eſcaped 
the edge of the Sword in the open field, 
but by Ja?! he was kill'd in the Tent : 
for we read, Judges 4. 21. That Jael, 


| Heber's Wife, took a Nail of the Tent, and 
| 100k an Hammer in her hand , and went 
| ſoftly unto him, and ſmote the Nail into his 
| Temples, and faſtned it into the ground, 
| (for he was fait aflecy and wear; ) |o he 


F, eds 


{ Incur moſt compoſed and deliberate g;. ,: 
| thoughts, let us conſider that there is no mpg 
. | fin ſo little, but (without the interpoſing 
| of the merits of Chriſt } will damn vs 
| both Body and Soul into the nethermoſt 
| Hell. There is no little God , no little 
{ Price paid to make an Attonement for 
{ Sh; and no little Hell, the place of 
| Torments. Oh then! as thou conſulteſt 


the good of thy precious Sou}, lay afide 


altogether all manner of Apologies, pre- 
| tences, pleadings, and expoſtulations, 
| and all manner of hopes of obtaining 
| any Diſpenſations for any one Sin, which 


may be comparatively lefſer than ſome 


| others: As for that ſin which in thy ac- 


count 


o 
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count 1s not to be regarded, as if it were 

either a little one, or none at all, (with- 

out repentance and pardon, purchaſed 
through the Bloud of Chriſt ) thy Soul 

and Body may be caſt into that Lake 

which burneth with Fire and Brtmſtone 

toall eternity. One of the chiefeſt rank 

_ of the Roman Hliſtorians relates what 

i S—_— Hanno taid of Hannibal, * That ſuch a 
diunincy; © little Spark might cauſe a great Flame, 
I The Embers of an evil Thought may 
ho ſer the whole man in combuſtion : ſin= 
ful thoughts which are :# embrione , and 

not yer come to maturity, yet being nor 
cruſh'd nor diſallowed , may in a ſhort 

traQ of time bring forth evil words, and 
afterwards full- born actions of all ſorts 

of abominaticns. As ſoon as Goliah, that} 
inſolent proud-daring Champion , was 
brain'd, and his Head with his own 

Sword ſever'd from his ſhoulders , then 
forthwith the whole Army of the Phi- 

liſtins was routed , and utterly over- 
thrown, If then all Champion-reign«- 

ing Sins (ſuch 1 call ſo which are darling 
boſome Sins) be conquered and deſtroy» 

ed, then all other (ins which are of more 

than ordinary incurſion, will the ſoon- 

er be vanquiſhed and ſubdned. We 

read that when the King of Syria went 

to joyn battle againſt 4þab King of Y 

| racl, 
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raet, 2 Kings 22. 31. that he gave ſtri& 
command 10 bis thirty and two Captains, 
that had 'rule over his Chariots , ſaying, 


| Fight neither with ſmall nor great , (ave 


only with the King of Iſrael. Now it the 
Queltion be made, Why was the battle 
principally defign'd againſt the King of 
Iſrael £ The Anſweris at hand, Becauſe 
the King of 1/-acl was the worſt Enemy, 
and molthating , and moſt hated. Al- 
though in: our ſpiritual warfare we muſt 
valiantly encounter.:and fight againſt 
every fin, yet in an efpecia} manger we 
muſt with renewed ſtrength fight again? 
all boſome fins becauſe the more they 
are delighted in, and-huggd in the bo- 
ſome, they prove more milchtevous ; as 
Vipers and Serpents, who being once 
received into the boſome, ſuddenly de- 


| ſtroy thoſe who give/ them entertain= 


ment. Queſtionleſs-every ſin is: of a 
poiſonous and de{tructivenatures yet a 
beloved fin carries . with it more aggra- 
vating- circumſtances ,. and 1o'proves; 
more miſchievous and deſtructive 3 as 
may be abundantly evidenced by the. 
fad.conſequences thereof, as daily ex- 
perience witneffeth abundantly. 


"4 


For a further illuſtration of the Aſer- $:#. 3, 


tion, by a plain and obvious {imilitude : 


Weanld any man, though of an ordinary 
capacity, 
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capacity, habour Vipers, Adders,”Scdr- 

pions, Toads, and ſuch like noxious and 

hartfal creatures in his houſe? | woald 

any entertain ſuch kind of dangerous 
creatures in his bed, and lay them 1n his 
boſome , and ſo:venture to ſkeep. with 

them? Noae caneafily imagine that any 

there are who are fo far ſequeſtred - from 
common tenſe and reafon, as to venture 

to give a boſome reception to ſuch kind 

of creatures which are offenſive and des 
ſtrutive unto mankind. The chiefeſt 

P/i1:i999 of the Heathen Orators tells ns, 55 That 
Sinn naturally all creatures muſt defend 
0% et « © their life and body; -and avoid all 
ne1er4i7%s © thole things which are hurtful, Where- 
fe, vits fore let's confider ſerioufly, and alter 
corpsſq4e mature deliberatian we ſhall confeſs, 
nent that any beloved Sin is worſe than any 
et, q44 o-. Viper, Scorpion, Adder, or Toad in the 
372 vi- boſome; and whillt thou embraceſt and 
Gc..g pleaſeſt thy ſelfin any beloved Sin, thou 
tb.i, takeſt a ready courſe to deſtroy both 
thy Body :and Soul. . Wherefore, , Oh 
Chriſtian! if thou haſt any love, any 

regard or commiſeration of thy immor- 

tal and heavcnly-born -being Soul, give 

not thy {elf the leaſt allowance or di(- 
penſation in any beloved Sin: for if 

thou pleadeſt for thy Sins, thou art the 
greatelt Enemy to thy own Soul, Let 

not 


TY 
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not any voluptuous msn plead for his 
pleaſures and ſenſual delights 3 let not 
any unchaſte man plead for his Strum- 
pet , or for any wanton laſfcivious cars 
riage3 let not any vain frothy Jeſter and 
Scoffer- plead for any wirtily contriv'd 
lye; colluſion, or any abuſive carriage 
Jet nor arty Tradeſman excuſe his lying, 
and overreaching-in his Trade, and 
vending of ſophiſticated wates, and re- 
fuſe commodities3 let him not flatter 
himſelf with vain pretences, as if his ly 
ing, equivocativg, and jugling, would 
much conduce to his profit 3 let him not 
pretend that he cannot keep open ſhop, 
and maintain his familyz and if he ſhou!d 
once leave his lying, and ſwearing, and 
couzening, his family would be utterly 
undone, All ſuch kind of pleadings are 
odious and abominable in the fight of 
God; Nether Antiquity nor Cuſtom, 
nor pleaſure nor profit will excuſe thee 
in the leaſt, nor relieve thee before 
the impartial Tribunal of Jeſas Chriſt : 
When thou ſhale appear before the 
Judgment-ſcat of Chriſt, then all ſinful 
pleadings, and all vain Apologies, will 
be ſo far from extenuating or leſiening 
thy fins at that great day , as that they 
will aggravane them both as to theſilth 


and guilt of them. And then Chriſt 
will 
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will pronounce againſt thee that dread» 

ful ſentence of condemnation. We read 

HMatth. 25, that fins of omiſſions could 

not in the leaſt excuſe them : And ſome 
in an eſpecial manner have bewail'd [| 

Biſhop %ſb- their fins of omiſſions, how then ſhall the 
& are 12- commiſſions of ſcandalous fins excuſe | 

land, thee at that great day of account 3 and 

amongſt other ſins, ſuch as are beloved, 

" boſome and cuſtomary fins, molt pleaſ» } 

ing to fleſh and blood; theſe will ag+ 
gravate both thy fins and thy pnaniſh+ | + 


ments at the day of Judgment. 
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A defire and univerſal endeavour 
againſt all and every Sin, is a 
Charafter of a ſincere Heart, and 
it's accompanied witb the Practice 


of all Duties, 


he "| Be ninth CharaQter of fincerity coft- £720. 9. 
. x A deſire 
| > fiſts in a defire univerſally extenfive; ;,4 crges. 
and an equal endeavour againſt all man- vor agaiujt 
ner and all forts of Sins, and a deſire pr map 
and etideavor as extenſive to yield obe- pratiice of 
diehce unto all Command, and to pra- #! Puie-. 
tice all Duties. Sid. I, 
The defire and endeavour muſt be The 4+: 
 Yextenſive agaiaſt all manner of all ſins. 9 £14c'- 
* [There muſt be a defire and endeavour pete 
 Yto refrain from every evil way z and not ſve 2-117 
only from one fin, but from all fins of all ***** 
ſorts , and all manner of ſizes 5 though 
as conſidered comparatively they may 
not be pleaded for at all , (though leſs 
{than others) but they muſt be utterly 
abandoned and forſaken, as well as 
P. Fothersof a greater filth and guilt, Thus 
the Plalmitt —_ Pſal. 1194 101. 1 


have 
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have rorncs my feet from every evil 
way, that T may keep thy word. By feet 

we are to underſtand, the whole courſe 

of our lives and converſations in a comes 
preheniive ſepſe,, taking in the whole 

duty of man. . And that we may keep the 

Word of God, and keep cloſe to his Sta- 

__. .. utes, we moft wage war againſt every 
Stewficit Gn, and * refrain our feet from wo evil 


le bellum 


::dixiſe Way, There muſt then of neceſſity be 
017): an univerſal loathing , and an univerſal 
ey +. leaving of every fin; for in every fin, 
ſequium de» even 1N ſuch as ſome call' a peccadillo, 
arrct.Gilv- there 1s poiſon and venome , for which 
there is no other Antidote but the Bloud 
of Jctus Chriſt, There 1s no fin which 
is in its own nature venial, unleſs the 
Bloud of Chrift make it ſo. Where- 
fore that commonly received diſtintjon 
amongſt Papiſts, of venial and mortal 
ſins, 15 to be diſcarded altogether, as: 
rotten diſtintion : The Papiſts may ra- 
ther, according to their own practice 
call {ins venal, becauſe they ſet (ns tof ut 
file. and grant Indulgences for 'money 3þ he 
and ſo hope to make a good Market of pt 
Peoples bad lives, thereby intending toga 
inrich the Popes Coffers, and the Prieſtyjon 
Purſes: But they in the mean time preJan 
ſumptnouſly derogate from the Meriof 
of Jcſas Chriſt , by preſumptuouſly aro / 
roga 


ect [| giving of ſins, upon the payment of 
re} moneys for Indulgences. Apaiait them 
m-{ may be juſtly retorted the ſame cenſure 
ole} which the Apoſtle pronounced againſt 
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Seft. 1» 'Charaders of a ſincere Heart. 
rogating to themſelves a power of for« 


Simon Magi, ACts8, 20, for offering of 


money : Thy money periſh with thee , be 
cauſe thou bait thought that the gift of 
God may be purchaſed with money, As for 
Popiſh Pardons and Indulgences, buth 
Givers and Takers are abominable, be- 
cauſe they undervaluc the pardoning 
Mercy of God in Jeſus Chriſt. It's an 
undoubted ſign of all thoſe who love 
God, to hate evil. So faith the Plalmilt, 
Pſal. 97. 10. Te that love the Lord , hate 
evil, And this hatred muſt be an uni- 
verſal hatred of all manner of fins,with< 
out exception 3 and it muſt be a perfe&t 


and irreconcileable hatred. Deadly 


fewds (ſuch as Chronicles mention ) be- 
tween Family and Family , were barba- 
rous and abominable, and tended to the 


utter ſubverſion of many Families : But | 


here , a deadly fewd is lawful 3 7-e. to 
perpetuate our hatred and enmity a- 
eainſt all manner of fins and corrupti» 


EYy 3 
t Ol 

fc 
Feſt 
preJand indignation againſt all the Enemies 
ertyJof God , Pſal. 139. 23, 24. '1 hate them; 
7 ar40 Lord, that hate thee.. And. am not I 
Dga E 2 grieved 


ons. David. declares his utter hatred : 
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grieved with thoſe that riſe up againit 
thee? I hate them with a perfe# hatred, 1 
count them mine enemies, David hated 
their fins rather than their perſons 5 
though he loved thelr perſons, yet as 
they were God's enemies, for' their no- 
torious rebellions againſt God, he hated 
them with a perfc& hatred. It's an 


univerſal charge enjoyn'd by the Apo» 


ſtle, Roe.12, 9. to all without exception, 
Abhor that which is evil, and cleave to 
that which is good. Not only one Cocka- 


trice, but all the breed of Cockatrices 


are of a poiſonous and deſtructive na» 
ture, and miſchievous to mankind, and 
therefore not only ſuch as come to ma* 
turity, but thoſe alſo which are in the 
Egg ought to be deſtroyed: So every 
fin 1s of a poiſonous and miſchievous na- 
ture, and therefore ought to be ſtifled 
in the firii conception, and be prevented 
from proucieding to any ripeneſs. For 
any Woman to ſtifle and deſtroy the 
fruit of her womb ( though the con- 
ception be very early ) is abominable 
murther in the fight of Godz and if 
ſuch courſes be praiſed, they tend to 
the rooting out a ſucceſſion of all man- 
Kind : Bur as for all manner of fins and 
wickedneſs, though newly committed, 


and gonena-further then a thought, -p5 
at 
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that very evil thought ſhould be checkt 
and diſallowed. T he School- men have 
coyn'd quaint notions, and amongſt 
them are mention'd motws prime prim ; 
letthem not mince nor extenuate fins by 
ſuch Cob-web diſtiaftivns 3 for thole 
beginnings, ( to ſpeak more plainly ) 
which by them are call'd primo primi, 
are finful z thoſe firſt riſings and mo- 
tions, as ſinful, are to be deſtroyed, 
mourned for, and never fuffered to pro” 
ceed to any further maturity. 

2, As there mult be a refraining and Sed. 2. 
abſtaining from all manner of fins, fo + 4" 
there muſt be an endeavour to obcy all ;;;;.7 .: 
Commands, and practiſe all Duties, 6d: cou- 
Hereupon the Pſalmiſt profeſſeth , Pal. *'** 
119, 6. Then ſhall 1 not be aſhamed, when 
I have reſpe# unts all thy commandments, 

It is an infallible and undoubted fign of 
a gracious heart, neither to divide in 
duties nor in commands; neither to 
make exceptions and diſtin&tions, as if { 
one grace was to be got, and not ano- 
ther. Neither may we plead a diipen- 
ſation from any duty , whether it be 
commanded in the firſt -r fecond Table. 
For inſtance, whoever he be that pre- 
tends a ſtrift obſervation of the Sabbath 
day (I mean only the Lnrds day Sab- 
bath) and pretgnds a hatred of ſiyearing 
E 3 ans <6 
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and lying, and of all manner of Idolatry, 
and yet this man is diſhoneſt and un» 
juſt 1n his deal1ngs, he is without-doubt 
an errand Hypocrite ; and likewiſe whor 
ever he be that pretends to deal juſtly 
and uprightly between man and man, 
and to pay every one his own, (which is 
both neceſſary and commendable) and 

et this man makes no conſcience at all 
of obſerving the Lords day, nor of keep» 
ing his Word or Oath, nor of uſing the 


Name of God with reverence, ſuch a 


man is but a meer formaliſt, and a ſtran- 
ger to the Power of godlineſs : Por the 
fame God who commands one duty 
commands another , and laies an equal 
obligation to yield ready and chearful 
ce unto both Tables, For the 


Lex Dei ce} Whole Law of God 1s copulative , and 
#14 to:2c0- one Commandment is joyn'd to ano” 


Pul itt Uldes 
Jlyrice 


ther as 2a link of the ſame golden Chain. 
Hence it appears in Deuteronomy, Deut. 
5. 18, 19, 20, 21. that there js a conca* 
tenation and connexion between all the 
Commandments of God. Neither ſhall 
thou commit adultery , neitber ſhalt thou 
fleal, neithey ſhalt thou bear falſe witneſs 
against thy neighbour , neither ſhalt thou 
deſire thy neighbours wife, neither ſhall 
thou covet thy neighbours boxrſe 5 his febd, 
or his man-ſervant , or his maid- younrh 
bis 
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his ox or his aſs , or any thing that is thy 
neighbours; From which Scriptures we 
conclude, That there ongnt to be an 

equal regard unto one Commandment 3, 

as well as another 3. for there tf oue only 7, __ . 
holy Lord:God , ' who conunands one: fi , oval 
Commandment in the Qecalbguec as well ©: 

as an other; 'This was: the 'very trade, 

or grandemployment which St. Fl did 

drive, F114; 24. I65. 10 Avep 4 COonierence 

void of offence, iowarns Gol and towards 

man, The Apoſtle did.not {hift and rut 

off this grand negotiation from bim(clf, 

as if he were unconcertixd, and therefors .. 
left it toothers3 bur ic via, herein- wo TTHR 
I exerciſe my elf." Neither did the A. 52 21 5- 
poſtle (it faſt and looſe, and (as we ſay) 45. 
exerciſe himlelt by fits and (tarts only, 

but he made it his buſineſs, exerciſe aud 
imploymedt'z/ for it's ſaid, aſwai?s. Net+ 9 —_— 
ther will any ſoit of conſcience, at ave: 

ture, ſerve the turn 3 becauſe there:are 

many bad conſciences : bur the Apoſtle 

only Aras and exerciſeth a conſurence 2 gin 
void of offence, And ſueh a conſcience, +.» owi- 
in its extent and latitnde, 1s a 7: unceov, -nmy, 
or an infallible note of the ſfrnceriiy of 

that heart , which in the &poſiles lan- 

guage, keeps a conſcience 20iu of offence, 

toward God and toward mey. . Farther 

the ſaid Apoſtle makes mention of three 

Tr 
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ſignificant Adverbs, which comprehend 
e2925106, the whole duty of man vis, ſoberly, 
Sixeios, pighteonſly, and godly. As to all comr 
Wor, mands, and to all ſorts of duties com« 


__ # «a 


manded in the Word of God, we muſt 
make it our bufineſs to manifeſt our 
thorow and impartial obedience , no 
picking and chuling, as if when we had 
perform'd ancafjer duty, then we might 
obtain a diſpenſation for a greater com» 
mandment. Bat all ſuch manner of 
halving and dividing ty odious and abo+ 
minable in the fight of Almighty God 
for every divided heart is faulty, as the 
Prophet faith , Hoſ. 10. 2. Their heart i 
divided , therefore they ſhall be found 
faulty. Wherefore Univerſality of the 
ſabjedt, the whole man, which in a com» 
prehenſive acceptation takes 1n all the 
members of the Body, and faculties of 
the Soul, Univerſality of the objet, 
the whole Law, and Univerſality ef time 
ard place, are eſſentially requiſite to the 
compleating of the obedience of every 
ſincere hearted Chriſtian, This Cha- 
racer ſearcheth very near the heart; 
and he who hath it, without all queſtion 
1s a ſincere hearted man. By this Cha: 
raCter let ns in an eſpecial manner try 
our ſelves 3 even by the univerſality of 


_ ourhatred of all manner of ſins, and by 


the 
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the univerſality of our obedience unto 
all God's commands; and by the uni- 
yerſality of our endeavours to grow in 
every grace. Univerſality is both a di- 
viſive and conſtitutive difference for it 
diſtinguiſheth a half nominal and formal 
outſide Chriſtian , from a ſincere Chri- 
ſtian 3 and it conſtitutes a Child of God. 


——— 
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CHAP. X. 


IV here the Heart is upright with 
God, it is without guile and by- 


pocriſre, 


TF He tenth Character of fincerity , is cyzr28.-c. 


a ſpirit without-gyile and hypocri- 
he. Nathanael had this teſtimony from , 


Chriſt, John I. 47» Behold an I| raelite 1 SefF. 1. 


deed, in whom is #0 guile, And to have 
a ſpirit without guile, is that grand 
diſtioguiſhing Charatter which the 
Pſalmiſt appropriates to ableſled man, 
Pſal. 22. 1.2, Fleſſer is he whoſe tranſ-= 
ereſſion #» foro: 110+, whoſe fin is covered. 


Bleſſed # the 12: unto whom the Lord im 


puteth not intquity , 3% 14 whoſe ſpirit 
there 8 0 gwile, Whoatre they who -- 
| t[nus 
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thus blefſed ? Such whoſe fins ate for 
given, and not imputed to them, And 
who are rhey whole fins are forgivens 
and not imputed to them ?' Such in 
whoſe ſpirit thereis no guile. Oniy thoſe 
who are pure in heart ſhall ſee God, 
Parity of heart js one of thoſe tranſcens 
dent Beatitudes mertion'd in our $a” 

viours Sermon: um0n the Mount, Matth. 
5. 8. Blefſed ar: the pure in heart, for they 
ſhall ſee God, They are ſaid to be pure, 
in oppoſition to profaneneſsz and pure 
in heart, in oppoſition to hypocriſie. 
They only ſhall be partakers of the bleſ- 
ſed Vifion, whoſe hearts are pure, (3. c.) 
ſincere with God. True Bclievers, whoſe 
hearts are upright, and their lives holy, 
they ſhall ſee ſome manifeſtations of 
God by his Word , and by his Provi- 
dences3 and they ſhall ſee the footſteps 
and out-goings of God in the Sanctuary. 

But what they ſee here, is but little in 
compariſon of what they ſhall fee and 
enjoy in glory. For (faith the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor(13.12,) weſee through a glaſs, davkr 

ly, but then face to face, Now I know in 
4 bnt then ſhall I know cven as alſo I an 
known, 

Every upright perſon is compounded 
of three ſ;gniſicat words, which com- 
prehend the whole duty of 1 ts 
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And they are ſimplicity, fingleneſs, and 
ſincerity. 
The firſt word is fimpiicity 5 and this 1: Simpli- 


| is oppolite to a double heart, and to ©?" 


ſuch a heart as is uſually call'd, 2 beart 
and a hears, This ſimplicity of the heart 
was a gronnd of the Apoltles rejoycing, 
and of all true Believers : For ſaith the 
Apoaltle, 2 Cor. 1. 12. For our rejoycing # ;, ._,- 
this, the teſtimony of ouy conſcience, that ,,,, 

in ſemplicity, &c, And it's the high com- 
mendation aſcrib'd to the Children of 
Zebulun, 1 Chron. 12.33. that they were 

not of a double heart, St. James ſtamps a 

brand of infamy upon a double minded 

man, in that he is »ſtable in all his waies, azamz- 
James 1.8. He 1s unfixt, anplaced, and ns: 

ſo unſettled , a$youn know not what to 
judg of him, nor { as we ule to ſay) 
where to find him : A man may as ſoon 
hold the wind in his hand , as hold faſt 
an unſtable man, 

A' ſecond word is ſinoleneſs: Now , 5.91. 
fingleneſs and uprightnels differ only in ſz. 
the found of the name pronounced 5 
they agree in the ſame ſenſe altogether, 
as being of a ſynonimons fignification. 

Of this ſingleneſs of heart we have a 

clear evidence of the Primitive Gon- 

verts, Ads 2. 46. They continued ily ty agate 

with one accord in the Temple, and break» m1 n- 
ing Tas 
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©4i4 in of judicious Mr. Calviz ypon the place, 
{au42ndo 
Deo n08 : ; 
poreteſe God, are joynd together : And the rea- 
cordts [om- 
plicitas niſh 
#v1fiet 11 


ance * of heart, unleſs it confiſt in all, the 
ect, © parts of our lives, &c. This (ingle"end 


eſt cj5 feri undivided heart is highly eſteem'd of 
— in the ſight of God : Wherefore we are h 


0% 


quod fideles 
ex wizxe all our hearts, Joel 2.12. And the 
colverint. 
Calv. in 
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Charatters of a ſincere Heart, Chap.10; Þ 
ing bread from houſe to houſe, and eat 
their meat with gladneſs and ſinglene(s of 
heart, praifixg God, [t's the obſervation 
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That ſimplicity of heart, and praifing of 


ſon he gives is this; ** Becauſe in prail=- 
* ing of God, there cannot be fimplicity | 


commanded to turn unts the Lord with h 


Pſalmiſt profeſſeth, Pſal. 119. 10, With 
my whole heart have I ſought thee : O let 
me not wander from thy commandments, 
An entire, fingle, one heart, are all one 
in ſenſe; and ſuch a one only obtains 
acceptance in the fight of God, the 
ſearcher of all hearts. 
A third word is godly ſincerity; fo I (i. 
call it, becauſe it's ſo call d by the A-J.- 
poſtle 3 godly fincerity, or the ſincerityſq . 
of God. Hereby is neceſſarily to be in-J . 
fer'd, that we muſt not only be fincere in} & 
all that we do towards men , but in all 
that we do towards God. Simplicity| ;; 
and godly fincerity are joyn'd together}, 
by the Apoſtle, and they cannot be Ti 
parted aſunder. The Apoſtle likewiſe 
prays 


ey : Ct. 2. Charatters of a ſencere Heart, 77 
Drays for the Philippians , Phil. I. 10. 
ear Frhar ye may approve things that are excel- 
{4 ent, that ye may be ſincere , and without 
wh ffemce till the day of Chriit. In this place 
e ere are.two fignificant words to be ex= 
®* Þlained 3 ene is, ſncere : «&anwrds in the 
e. Origipal, and according to the received 
wi tymology, derived from #a, ſol, and 
ul xewe, judico: And this isas (molt ſay) an 
q alluſion to the prattiſe of Eagles, who 
: efurn the faces of their young ones to 
0 Hook upwards towards the Sun, and if 
- hey cannot behold the Sun, they throw 
1 them down as ſpurious, and not of the 
breed of Eagles, Thus far this alluſion 
may be improvcd, That all our thoughts, 
words and aQions, ſhould be ſo genuine, 
and fo rightly ordered, as they may be- 
"ſhold the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and be 
approved of by Almighty God. Ano- 
ther word to be opened in that Text , is (#5... 
7 inoffenſfove 3 in the Original it's «Te#xew% : @o;. Lui 
(i,e.) We ſhould ſo look to our ſteps infer/s 
as that we may not ſtumble ; and we mg x] 
"YIſhould walk ſo prudently , as we may 0» poſiit 
| [neither give nor take offence. This in- Gn "n 
F offenſive walking the Apoltle injoyns in offendat, 
""Jtheextent and latitude of it. 1 Cor. 10.32. 
I Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor 
"Il to the Gentiles, nor to the Church of God, 
A The ſame Apoltle gives in ſpecial charge 
eo 
ys 
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to the Corinthians, 2 Cor, 6. 1. We theuban 
gs workers together with him , beſeech you Ar 
alſo that ye receive not the grace of God {wi 
24in, And how muſt they evidence theith tit 


not receiving the grace of God 1n yain? 
He adds werſc 3, Giving no offence in any 
thing, that the Goſjel be not blamed. Al] 
Miniſters, in an equal manner, ought to 
keep up the honour of their Miniſtry, 
by a faithful and diligent diſcharge of 
their duty , and by the holineſs of their 
lives and converſations. Many foul- 
mouth'd raſh Cenſurers are ſo ignorant, 
as not to diſtinguiſh between the Mini- 
ſters and Miniſtry, and therefore blame 
the whole Miniſtry for the default of 
ſome particular Miniſters : Wherefore 
Miniſters and People, efpectally ſuch as 
are Profefiors of Religion , muſt Iabour 
to walk ſo unblamably, as they may 
(what in them lies) preſerve the Repu- 
tation and Honour of the Goſpel- Mini» 
ſtry, Inoffenſive and circumſpe@ walk- 
ing, is the wiſeſt walking, See ( faith 
the Apoltle, Fpheſ, 5.15.) how circums 
ſpc&!y you walk, Not only the matter, 
but the manner 1s required 3 and this 
preciſe walking is the wiſeſt walking, 
Not as fools, bat as wiſe. They who walk 
m diflolute courſes, and live without 
God in the World , they are the fools, 
and 
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hexand ſo will be found to be another day : 
you And an eſpecial effect of circumſpet 
4 wiſe walking confiſts mm redeeming of 
1eirftime, Redeemrng the time , becauſe the 
in?Þ| dazes are evil, Ephel. 5.10, He then 
any] whoſe heart is without guile, evidenceth 
AllJit ſo to be in the integrity of his life and 
to converſation 3 as a good tree is known 
ry, by the good fruits which it bears. And 
off this upright walking is the only ſure and 
cir} ſafe walking 3 but the contrary thereof 
al-J is alwaies accompanied with variety of 
nt, dangers and miſchiefs : As Solomoy faith, 
ni-f Prov. 10. 9, He that walketh wpriebtly , 
neſ walketh ſurely 3 but he that perverteth his 
of | waies ſhall be known. 
re k 
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CHAP. XL. 


Of Mortifecation of the Deeds of 
the Body. | 


Ch:r2.1r. FT He eleventh Character of a ſincere 
a. ';, Heart, is Mortification of the Deeds 
Deed, of of the Body 3.e. all manner of Luſts, 
cc Pody. and the evil fruits of corrupt nature; 
Se. T. Carnal luſts, and all the works of the 
ficth muſt be mortified. And that we 
may the better know what they are, the 
Apoſtle gives us a large Catalogue of the 
works of the fleſh, Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. 
Now the works of the fleſh are manifest, 
wbich are theſe ; adultery, fornication, un- 
cleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs, idolatry, witch« 
crtft, hatred, variance, etualations, wrath, 
ſtrife, ſeditions, hereſtes, envyings, mur- 
thers, drunkenneſs, and ſuch like. Our 
duty is to confer the {ſtrength of our beſt 
endeavours, to ſer upon the practice of 
mortification of all thoſe fore-mention= 
ed , and not of thoſe only , but of all 
other {ins : For not only one particular 
member, not only one particular act, 
not only one particular afteftion or fa- 
culty muſt be mortified , but the habit, 
nature, 
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nature, and conſtitution, even the whole 


{| body of fin muſt be mortified. Every fin 


mult have a mortifying blow , and not 
only be left half dead, but dead alto- 
gether. I have heard an obſervation 


made of two eminently Learned and Dr. 7b 

| Valiant Chawpions of the Truth, that 397® 
one of them fought ſo long with his Ad-+ Guit. »44. 
verlary, that he conquer'd and ſlew him #atr 


in his Diſputations 3 the other did not 
only ſlay his Adverſary, but buried him» 
Thus muſt we deal with every fin 3 our 
endeavour mult be to deſtroy all our 
fzas utterly, to kill and bury them, that 
ſo they may never riſe againſt us in this 


| World to our ſhame, nor in the World 
- | tocome to our condemnation. Where= 


ever we find the curſed fruits of fin, we 
muſt utterly deſtroy them 3 neither muſt 
fin only be deſtroyed in the fruits, but 
in the roots alſo : both root and branch 
muſt be pluckt up, When the plague 
of Leprolic was ſpread in any houſe, 


God gave a ſpecial command , That the 
Prieſt ſhould break down the houſe, and the Levic. 14. 
flones of it, and the timber thereof, and all *** 


the morter of the houſe, Sin is a ſpiritual 
iofeRious Leproſie z and wherever it is, 
it ought to be rooted out, The mor- 
ter of: a Leprous houſe may not be made 
aſe of for — of apy houſe.z na 
| " *- more 
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more may any fin be mingled in the 
worſhip of God. We read of the bar- 
barous cruelty of Pilate, Luke 13. 1. who 
mingled the bloud of the Galileans with 
their ſacrifices, But it's moſt juſt for 
God to reject all our ſervices, and de- 
ſtroy us, when we mingle our fins, vain 
fancies, and finful inventions, with the 
purity of his worſhip. Nadab and Abihu 
are ſtanding examples and warning* 

NIeces againſt offering ſtrange fire unto 
the Lord. And that is ſtrange fire which 
is after our will-worſhip, and deviſed 
by our own brains, and not according to 
divine Inſticution. We have the Hiſtory 
upon record, Lev, 10. 1. And Nadab 
end Abibu the ſons of Aaron took either 
of them his cenſer , and put fire therein, 
and put incenſe thereon, and offered firange 
fire before the Lord, which he commanded 
them not. ' And there went ont fire from| | 
the Lord, and devoured them, and they ditd} ,, 
before the Lord. We may not offer tof,. 

. God the latiit and the blind, Ard 5f je} x 
offer the bling for ſacrifice, i it not evil £ 


* 


and if ye offer the lame and fick,, is it not 


o 


evil of er 1t.40w unto thy Governor 3 will 
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Mal. x 8» be be pleaſed with thee , or accept thy per«|| 
ſon, ſaith the Lord of hoſts e As for all]... 
thoſe whq pur ſuch a high affront andJ,. 
indignity bpop God, as to offer _ m 
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fuſe and worſt pf their ſervices , (as if 

they thought afly good enorgh for him) 

they incur that dreadful curſe, 3al.1. 14. 

But curſed be the deceiver , who hath iv 

bis flock a male, and voweth and ſacrificeth 

wto the Lord a corrupt thing; for 1 aus 

a great King, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, and 

© | my Name js dreadful amongit the Heathen, 

I If then we would offer any acceptable 
facrifice unto God, we ris mortifie our C 


fins and corruptions , and offer unto 
God the belt of our ſervices : the male 
# the fiock, andthe beſt male. 
| Although the Lord commanded the S$#. 2, 
ſacrifice of Bullocks and Rams, &c. yet 
he rejeted the ſacrifices of the Jews, and 
had no reſped to their perſons, norto 


their ſacrifices. Thus the Lord expoſtu- 
lates the caſe with them, 1/ai. 1. 1 2, 13. 
| hen ye come to appear before .mme, who 
hath required this at yaur hand, to tread 
my courts £ And the Lord forbids them 
to bring ſuch kind of ſacrifices, verſe 13, 
Bring no more vain oblations 3. incenſe is 

an abomination unto me, 
neſt. But might not they truly have 
replied, that i»cenſe, oblations, ſacrifices, 
71 &c. were all of Divine inſtitution ? God 
commanded them all , why then ſhould 
ay not they yield obedience to the com= 


mand accordingly ? 
F 2 Anſw, 
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Anſw. 1 anſwer, Fhey were comely 
manded to offer ſacrifice 5 but they of |, 
fered ſacrifice in a wrong manner : Forſa 
in every ſervice which we perform toſy} 
God, we ſhould do it in a right manner, 
and for a right end 5 not only the aCtionf / 
it {cIf , but the manner of performiog it]; 
muſt be regarded, The Jews relied}, 
only in the Ceremonial ſervice, and inf ,, 

V the multicude of external ſacrifices, ha-| 
ving no regard at all to their own hearts], 
and lives: theſe they ſhould have of-| 
fered up to God pure and holy 3 butſh, 
their hearts were exceeding foul, and 
their hands were full of bloud 3 there-[ 
fore God rejeRted both their perſons and], 
their ſacrifices. For thus ſaith the Lord] j; 
verſe 15, When ye ſpread forth your hands 
I wi? hide mine eyes from you; yea, wheal x; 
you make many prayers, I will not hear;f| « 
your hands are full of bloud. Firſt thenf g 
before we can offer any acceptable ſas 4 

 crifice unto God , we muſt ſer upon thef ,} 
practice of mortification and laughter ,, 
of all our fins. Wherefore the ſpecial p 
charge of the Apoſtle is, Col. 3. 5, Mor , 

- e therefore your members which are upon ,, 

the earth = fornicatio», uncleanneſi, inorl & 

dinate affc&F on , evil concupiſcence, ani y, 

covetouſncſs , which 3s idolatry, Not 4 ./ 
luſt may be ſpared ; All carnal luſts mayf x1 
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OMeſhe compared to thoſe brats of Babylon, 
OFF which are appointed for utter deltru- 
Forf&ion. To this purpoſe we may apply 
1 tOfthat of the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 137. 859. *0 
ner,l daughter of Babylon, who art ts be de» 
on ftroyed 3 ap ſhall he be that rewardeth 
B It] thee as thou hait rewarded #3. Happy ſhall 
lied he be that taketh and daſheth thy litile 2nes 
| inf govinit the ſtowey. 
ha" @weſt, Some make it a Queſtion , 
arts} (though good Chriſtians make no Que- 
of+| {tion of it at a!l) Whether ſelf-murther 
butſ þe lawful ? 
nd} Anſw. For Anſwer : It's murther in 
TE-f the higheſt degree, and an apparent 
dl breach of the ſixth Commandment, 7 how 
rd, ſhalt do no wmmrther. As no mur:her 
4s] ſhould be committed againſt another, 
beaf much leſs againſt a mans ſelf: But for 
T3 every one of-us tofſlay our fins, and de- 
)en ftroy our corruptions , is no ſelf-mur- 
lad therz for then a Chriſtian lives beſt of 
thef 211, when he hath ſlain his ſins and cor- 
elf ruptions. We mult make ir our daily 
14 prayer, that God would deſtroy our fins, 
or} and ſave our Souls. Every fin we mult 
PMI account «4 Benhadad, deſiga'd for deſtru- 
ry tion. Therefore Benhadad being ap- 
ny pointed by God for utter deſtruction, 
* Tf 4þab by ſparing him brought inevicable 
AJ ruine upon himſelf and his people. For 
Oe F 3 thus 


—_ —— <—_— 


86 


ved. 3. 


Charatters of 4 ſincere Heart, Chap«11, 


thus ſaith the man of God to 4hab, by 
the word of the Lord, 1 Kings 20. 42, 
Becauſe thou ha#t let go out of thy hand « 
man whom 1 apprinted to utter deſtrufion, 
therefore thy life ſhall go for his life, and 
thy people for his people. If then we give 
quarter to any one fin, and hug it in our 
mes, we take a ſpeedy courſe to 
deſtroy our own Souls 3 for by ſhewing 
fooliſh pity to ſpare any one ſin, we prove 
cruel: to our precious Souls. 5 we our 
ſelves being the greateſt enemies to our 
ſelves. | 
Farther , we muſt take ſpecial cogni- 
zance of ſuch fins as either are ſecret, 
unknown to any man, or elſe ſuch as 
come not withia the vergeof the puniſh- 
ment of the Law of mans as wanton 
and amorous glances, vain frothy diſ- 
courſe, and covetouſne(s, on which God 
ſets a peculiar brand of infamy, Col. 3, 5. 
and calls it 1dolatry. Now Idolatry is 
a fin of a high — for it in- 
deavors to rob of his honour, and 
to aſcribe that honour and. glory to 
Mammon, and worldly rich men, which 
is only due to the eternal Creator , God 
bleſſed for ever. Likewiſe we muſt ob- 
ſerve what a wide difference the Apoſtle 
makes between carnal living, and the 


praQice of mortification 3 the diffetence | 


15 
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by is as great, as between life and death, 


and ſo are the different efteQ&s and iſſues 
of both, For. ſaith the Apoſtle , Rowe. 8. 
13. If ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die ; 
but if ye rats the ſpirit do mortifie the 
deeds of the body, ye fball live, Were: d 
of that glorious Victory which the Lord 
wrought for Iſrael againſt Amalek , an 
inveterate enemy 3 after this Victory was 
obtained, we read that Moſes built a 
Altar , and called the name of it Jehovah 
Niſli , for he ſaid, becauſe the Lord hath 


| ſworn, that be will have war with Amalek 


from generation to generation, Exod. 17. 
Is, 16 | 

Dueſt.The Queſtion may be askt, Why 
was war to be made and continued from 
TT Wa to generation againſt Az2a- 
eR. | , 

 "{vſi, The Anſwer is obvious ; they 
were cruel and blondy Enemies, deſti- 
tute ofall manner of mercy, and bowels 
of compafligh, and therefore God char- 
goth Moſes to make a Record of this 
gnal Deliverance. And the Lord ſaid 
arte Moſes, write this for a memorial in a 
Book, and rehearſe it intheears of Joſhua; 
for 7 will utterly put out the remembrance 
of Amalek from under Heaven. 

Dueſt. But it will be further askt , 

Wherein conlilted the particular fin of 
Awalek © F4 Anſw, 
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Anſw. For Anſwer, Moſes gives a full 
relation , Deut, 25. 17, 18, 19, Remem* 
ber what Amalck did unto thee by the way, 
and ſmote the hindmo#} of thee , even « 
that were feeble behind thee , when thou 
wait faint; and he feared not God. Theres 
fore it ſhall be when the Lord thy God hath 
given thee reſt from all thine enemies round 
about , inthe land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee for an inheritance to poſſeſs it, 
that thou ſhalt blot out the remembrance of 
Amalck from under Heaven ; thow ſhall 
zot forget it, As war by Gods appoint* 
ment ſhould be waged againſt Amalek, 
ſo it's the appointment of God that we 
ſhould continue fighting and warring'a- 


gainſt our fins and corruptions. In this 


caſe onely it's lawful to perpetuate a 
deadly fewd, and remain alwaiesyim- 
placable and irreconcileable againſt all 


- our ſins we muſt not make the leaſt 


peace, nor admit of any parly for peace 


| forany ſin, though it be of long ſtand- 


ing, cuſtom and antiquity, and pleafing 


 tofichh and bloud. 


To what hath been mentioned, [ will 
add for further explication two fignifi 
tant words 5 Viz. wondto and Srrewy, 
of which the Apoſtle makes an empha- 
tical mention, I Cor. 9, 27. Fut I ket 
under my body, and bring it into Jo 

200) 
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Gion , left that by any means when I have 
preached to others, I my ſelf ſhould be 4 
caſt.away. The firſt word is vs77s, 
rendred, I keep wnder my boay': but there 

ſies in the word a greater emphaſis ; for 

| the word fignifies to beat the body black 

thi and blue; and further yet in the pro- 

x1 priety of the word, it ſignifies * ro beat * ome 
od ander the eye, and to leavea mark there p ng 
it, | of redneſs and blueneſs, The other ci :# /ub- 
of} word is faew3s, and this properly fig 144, £91 
1» nifies, to bring 1210 ſubjeF108 © it's x Me —_ 
tf] taphor took from Oxen,whom we bring, 4cic@s pre- 
kl under the yoke 3 or from any ſuch Crea» * 574 
vel tures whom we enſlave or captivate, and 

a bring them into ſujeftion , for our uſe 

5 and ſervice. We ſhould then indeavor 

al fo to bring down our bodies, and ſub- 

7-1] - due them, as to make them ſerviceable 

ll] to our ſouls, and ſubject and obedient 

tj to the yoke of Chriſt; if ſo, we have 

ce well learn'd the Doctrine of Mortifica- 

dj tion. A learned moral Heathen will 

g1 condemn many diſlolute livers , who 

call themſelves Chriſtians , and yet live 
without God in the world : © [ am (faith 

© Senece) greater, 'and born to greater 

* things, than to be a {lave to my body. 

Eyery Drunkard is a (lave to his Cups, 

and every Whoremonger a ſlave to his 

Harlot , and every covetous Worldling 
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is a {lave to his Mammon : But our de- 


ſign mult not be to enſlave our Souls to 


our Bodies; but the deſign which we 
drive, muſt beto make our ſer- 
viceable to our Souls. . It was an excels 
lent ſaying of Ephrem Syrw,who flouriſht 
in the third Century after Chriſt 3 © He 
5 that feaſts his =” and ſtarves his 
© Soul, is.like him that feaſts his Ls 
* and ſtaryes his Wife. 
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CHAP, XI. 


Vivification of the Fruits of the 
Opirit #5 a Charatter of @ ſincere 


Heart. 


He twelfth and laſt Charafer of ſin- Chiraflets 
cerity (which [ ſhall only mention) 70» 


of the fruit 's 


is, The Vivification of the Fruits of the of che 5p 
Spirit, After mortification of the deeds ''- 

of the Body, there muſt neceſlarily fol- Sel, Is 
low, the Vivification of the Fruits of the 

Spirit z for where Chriſt dwells in a Soul 

by faith , and by the influence of his 

grace, the Body is dead, ( asthe Apoſtle 

ſaith, Rome. 8. Io.) becauſe of pn; but the 

ſpirit is life , becauſe of righteouſneſs. A 


Learned and JudiciousWriter 
thus interprets that Scripturez 
© Although (ſaith he) fin con - 
* demns us to death, ſo far 
© as the remainders of cor* 
*rupt nature,and the vitioſity 
* thereof remains in us, y& 
* the Spirit is Conquerour : 


Duamvia peteatum mori 
nos adjuaicet quat e145 in 
nobis remanct prime 14- 
tire vitioſhus [piritum 
tamen Det eſſe vittore 145 
obſtaye quad tantum pri* 
mitits dogatt ſums quit 
vel na eqs [tiny wit 
ſemen eſt. Cilv. in Loc. 


* whercfore notwithſtanding our primi: 
* tive corruption, one ſpark of the Spirit 
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« of God is a ſeed of life tous, though 
* ja this world we receive only the firſt- 
© fruits thereof. All thoſe who by nas» 
ture are dead in treſpaſles and fins, can 
never be brought from death to life, 
and from the ſtate of nature into the 
ſtare of grace, any other way but by the 
quickning virtue of Jeſus Chriſt. For 
ſaith the Apoſtle ,, Ton hath he quickned, 
who were dead in your treſpaſies and ſins. 
Such as are now ( through grace) in a 
ſtate of regeneracy , were in their na- 
tural condition in a ſtate of a___ 
racy 5 and ſuch who are now quickned, 
were formerly in a dead condition : As 
it's ſaid of the converted Prodigal in the 
Parable, Luke 15. 32. He was dead, and 
#* alive again; and was loft, and i fornd. 
The Apoſtle diſcovers the great diffe- 
rence between the ſtate of regeneracy 
and unregeneracy, (and the difference 


is great, as great as the differ=nce be- | 
tween life and death.) Let's diligently 


review the words of the Apoſtle, Where- 
in in time paſt ye walked according to 
the courſe of thixWorld, according to the 
Prince of the power of the 4ir, the ſpirit 
that now work-th in the children of diſo- 
bedience: Among whom al(o we had ow 
converſatton 1 times p4 if, 7n the luſts of 


our fleſh, fwlfil/rmg 1he dz fires (or wills) Hl 
Holy 
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h | the fleſh, andof the mind, and were by na> Tv vant 


on. | ture the children of wrath, even as others, uae Tie 

2. | And what is the ſole moving cauſe of *1**- 

in (911? it followeth wverſ;, 4, 5. But God who 

0 0 rich in mercy, for his great love where- 

bu with he loved ws, ever when we were dead 

ne | it: fins, bath quickwed ws together with ount ues 

or | Chriſt 3 by grace ye are ſaved, a 
Sxeſt, But the Queſtion may be askt, Sec. 2. 

How may fuch who are regenerated and 

quickned by Chriſt, be diſtinguiſhed 

from ſuch who are unregenerate, and 

». | yet dead in their treſpaſles and fins? 

d Anſw, | Anſwer, as a tree may be 

a« | known by its fruits which it bears 3 3. e, 

he | 2 good tree, by good fruits3 and a bad 

4 | tree, by bad fruits3 ſo may regenerate 

4 | be diſtinguiſhed from unregenerate: un- 

=. | regenerate bring forth the fruits of the 

xy | fleſh, as adultery, fornication, uncleanneſs, 

oe | ec. Gal.5,19,20,21, before mentioned ; 

e- | but regenerate perſons bring forth the 

ly | fruits of the Spirit. Sr. Paw! gives us 2 

e. | double Catalogue; one is ſhort , but 

;, | very comprehenſive, Epheſ.5, 9. The frait 

he | of the ſpirit ix im all goodneſs, righteouſneſs 

»it | 42d truth. The other is a large Cata- 

Ge | 1ogue , Gal. 5. 22, 23. The fruit of the | 

ur | Spirit 3s love, joy, peace, long-ſnffcring, y 

of gentleneſs, geodueſr, faith, meekneſs, tem 

of | P*rance; againſt ſuch there is no Law. : It 

TNen 
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then the fruits of the Spirit exert and 
manifeſt themſelves in the holineſs of | 
our lives and converſations, it's an in- 
fallible ſign of our vivification by the 
Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, 

By thoſe twelve. torementioned Chas 
raters of a fincere Heart , we may and 
muſt put our ſelves upon a ſtri& ſearch 
and enquiry, whether our hearts be f(in- 
cere and upright towards God? We muſt 
then witch all diligence and imparrtiality F 
make a ſtri& ſearch into our hearts 3 we 8 
muſt ask, What have I done? Jer, 8.6. we T] 
muſt commune with our own hearts , Plal, 
4. 4- and (as the Church reſolves, Lax, 

3. 40.) Let ws ſearch and try our ways, and um 
turn again to the Lord. And [am per- " 
ſwaded, that if we have one of thoſe -m 
Characters forementioned in fincerity 7 
and in truth, we have thereſt 3 for they|\ 

areall Links of one and the ſame golden; . 
Chain, and there's ſych a concatenation | 
between them , as one cannot;he ſepa- buſ 


| 
rated from another. | er 


# 


he CHAP. XIL 


Containing the Comforts pertaining 
ad to fincere Chriftians intheir Lives 


chil 21 this World. 


aſt ps laid down thoſe twelve fore- 
in mentioned Characters and Signs of 
”y FJincerity, F thence infer this Concluſion, 
"y That it's the grand Duty incumbent up- 
Jon us all, and every one in particular, to 
” propound the Queſtion ( as in the pre- 
"*Iſence of God ) to his own Soul, AmlI a 
lincere-hearted Chriſtian, yea or no? 
"FILet us with deliberate thoughts confider 
T) Jof thoſe twelve above-named Signs and 
V Marks of Sincerity, and examine our 

- ſelves by them accordingly : herein con- 
. fits the grand Labour and Work; to 
*[buſie our ſelves with all frequent and 
ſerious ſelf. refleFions, and heart-exa- 
winations3 and let us as one man, eve- 
ry one particularly, propound the Que- 
ſtion ( as in the preſence of God ) to his 
own Soul, faying , Is my heart fincere 
and upright towards God ? There are 
many ngedleſs Queltions gy" 

whic 
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1 Sincereper= Sincere-hearted Chriſtians receive 
< ſons receive 
| -+ comfort in . n : 

their tives. dear Children meet with variety of ſore 


_ tations, and great troubles and vexati 


good ' od, a good Cauſe, and a good 
Conſcience, will carry them chearfully 


Comforts which ſincere Perſons  Ch,11 
which gender ſtrife, and it were better 
that they had been buried 1a filence a 
together 3 bur here is the Queſtion wor 
thy of our ſtudying and ſtating , vi 
Whether our hearts ſtand ſincere to- 
wards God? As forall thoſe whoſe heath 
are without guile, as Nathangel's w 
John 1, 47. who have truth in the inward 
parts, (as God requires , Pal. 37.'6. 
who are men after God's own heart, (az 
David was ) whoſe hearts are perfc{ 
with God, as Hezekiab, Aſa, and Jeho> 
ſapbat were, theſe notwithſtanding in 
firmities incident to human nature, ſhall 
find the comfort and benefit of their up 
righrneſs and ſincerity in their lives, and 
in their deaths, and after death to al 
etervity. 


a as. © 
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comfort in their lives : Although God's 


and grievous afflitions in this preſent 
World, and encounter with many tens 


ons, inſomuch as they are the very Butt 
and Mark againſt which their implacabl 
Enemies ſhoot their keeneſt and ſharpeſt 
Arrows , poiſoned and deſtruftive : ye 
notwithſtanding all their ſufferings, al ©: 


through 


- 


—— —-_ *% . . | 
—— 
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through all their troubles, and abun- 

dantly quiet and ſupporr their ſpirits. 

viel And the leaſt glimpte of Gud's recon=» 

ciled countenance in Chriſt , will infi- 

nitely compenſate for all che frowns and 

fury of implacable Adverſarics z inward 

ard] comforrs will make amer.ds for out» 

6.\} ward troubles. A good Conſcicnce , 

like Ab:#244Z, will bring good tidings 3 

fe&} Or like a Halcyon, (as 1s (aid) apvears in 

bool a ſtorm , as an emblem of a calm ap- 

proaching. Or a good Conſcience may 

pal] reſemble Noab's Dove, which brought 

an Oliverleaf in her mouth, in token 

ind} that the waters were abated. As Aaron's 

ali} Rod ſwallowed up all the Rods of the 

Magicians 3 ſoa paciſied Conſcience, by 

the conſulations of God's ſpirir, will 

{wallow up all manner of troubles and 

vexations whatſuever. A ſincere heart, * yz; 

and the anſwer of a good conſcience, 95 varie« 

and the apprehenſion of God's recon--j5% 4 

ciled countenance in the fice of Chriſt, cogj:a-io:es 

will compoſe and quiet our ſpirits, and :<ntima 

Ti/cera as 

becalm and make them ſedate, and ſet- ,;,,, > 

tle all manner of fl::ftuating and tumul dorer i:re 

tuating thoughts. To this purpoſe I) ©9402 | 

cite an excellent paſſ»pe of St. Auguſtine; .;;dus 

* * My thoughts { ſat h he ) are torn 1n 2c 440% 

© pieces with variety of tv ules, even [5455 

F my inyard bowels are toru in veces, c, 29. 
G © until 


fs a et ne ane rs —_"IY”*5- 
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& until I make haſte to be purged, and 
&< 2nd melted with the fire of thy love, 
One only word ſpoken by Chriſt, ſud+« 
denly becalm'd a rovgh and tempeſtus 
ous Sea 3 for when the Diſciples were 
afraid, Matth, 8. 26. Chriſt aroſe, and re« 
buked the Winds and the Sea , and there 
was a great calm. And amidſt variety 
of ſtorms and tempelts, even ſuch winds 
which blow fiercer than that called Ex- 
roclydon , Aﬀts 27. 17. Chriſt can make 
all ſtill: and ſo can he amidſt the greateſt 
inward and ſharpeſt ſtorms of Chriſtians 
(when they are at their wits end, and 
know not what to do} Chriſt (1 ſay) can 
ſpeak a word of peace unto their Souls, 
ſaying, Sor, or Daughter, be of good come 
fort, all thy ſins are forgiven thee, Upon 
the hearing of ſuch a gracious word , 
there will follow a marvelous tranqui- 
Jity and ſerenity upon the ſpirit. 

It cannot be denied (though it ought 
to be bewailed) but the beſt of Saints 
here on earth have their ſpots and fail- 


ings5 for they are encompaſſed in this 


World with a body of fin and corru- 
ption, yet they are ſenſible of, and 
mourn for their ſpots and failings, (for 
they are their ſorrow , and their heavy 
burthen.,) They do not willingly allow 
themiclves in any fin, nor willingly de- 

N part 


Sect. 2. etzjoy in their Lives, 
part from any command. Sin in a Child 
of God is a torment to him, like a bro- 
ken leg, or a broken tooth ; it's matter 
of dolour and anguiſh to him. Sin in a 
Child of God, is like Garbidge thrown 
into a running ſtream, it is ſtill runnin 
and purging away of all manner of filth 
and impurity. Bur fin in an unregene- 
rate man is like Garbidge thrown into 
a ſtanding pond, there it abides, and 
ſends forth a loathſome and ſtinking ſa- 
your. However, all thoſe whole hearts 
are upright with God , make it their 
continual employment to ſearch their 
hearts, and to waſh and cleanſe them 2 
hereupon after ſearching of their hearts, 
they learn to know them better 3 and 
they know more evil by themſelves than 
all the World can tell them of 3 hence 
follows heart-compunQion) fighing and 
mourniog. And being thus apprehen” 
five of their own impotency and unwor- 
thineſs, and forlorn condition, they 
make haſte to Chriſt, and implore his 
Pracious affiſtancez and beſeech him to 
cleanſe them, and make them white in 
his Bloud Wherefore as often as that 
Inveterate enemy Satan, and all mali- 
clous and ungodly men, the Devils in- 
ſtruments, prefer large Bills of Accuſa* 
tions and falſe Indictments againſt the 
G 2 Saints, 
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Saints, they make their appeal to the 
T)ghteous Judge of Heaven ard Earth, 
who alwaics judgeth righteouſly. The 
Apoſtle makes an expoſtulation, and 
gives an anſwer thereunto every way ſa- 
tisf2Ctory, Row. 8. 33,34. Who ſhall lay 
any ib:ng to the charges of Gods «lA ? ith 
Gol that jujiifieth, The moſt bitter Ace 
cuſations, and moſt violent Perſecutions 
of them all are altogether inſignificant, 
and of no cfic(t, force or vertue- againſt 
any of thoſe whom God juſtifies : for 
Gods juitikcation and diſcharge will 
fully acquit and exonerate us and ſave 
us barmleſs and tademnified againſt all 
the d:mands, charges, ſuggeſtions, and 
libeis made againſt us by the worſt of 
Enemies. For it follows in the next 
words3 Who js be that condemmneth e 1 
ji Chriit that died, yea rather that is riſen 
again, who 3s even at the right hand 0 
God, who aljo m.1keth interceſſion for w, 
The frequent and ſerious meditation of 
theſe things, abundantly ſupport and 
comfort the godly in their Pilgi image 
on Earth. AiHh:it the beſt of Gods chil: 
dren mect wi! conflicts and antipathies, 
and areExe"ciird 11 combats againſt th: 
Fieſh, the Devil, and the Waild, thoſe 
{piritual Encmics of their Salvarion, yet 
through the ſtrength of Chrift they ſhall 


Ie . 
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return with Trophies cf Vitory; and 
th, | by experience they (i:11 find the fl:ſb 
be to be weaker and weaker, and the (pi-« 
nd rit ger * as it was ſaid of che houſes 
ſa« | of David and $11, this grew weaker and | 
lay] weakertyand the other grew itronger and | 
t#f ſtronger. But whilſt we are in this World | 
Ac] we muſt never caſt down our weapons, | 

ons I but ſtill continue fighting agaioſt fin 3 | 

nt,lwe muſt not expett to reſt from our la- | 

nſt]bours till we are dead. Ler's then with | 


for all diligence and fidelity manage our (pi- 

vilſritual warfare, and in all things labour 

aVelto approve our hearts ſincere to Gud, 

all] and we ſhall at length conclude with the 

10d apoſtle, Rom, 8, 37, Nay, in «ll theſe vavn- 
Oli things we are more then conquerors through #2 6%. 


ext] hizz that loved w. 
4t 
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| CHAP. XIV. 


Containing the Comforts which ſin- 
cere-hearted Perſons en Joy in their 
Deaths. 


SA. I, | GR repreſented in the former 
4 Chapter the great comforts which 


ſach whoſe hearts are ſincere with God 
receive in their lives, in the ſecond place 
I come to diſcover the comforts of them 
in their deaths': Although by no means 
may we make a judgment of the courſe 
of the life, by reaſon of ſome diſtempers 
and paſſions which oftentimes proceed 
from ſtrength of Diſeaſes 3 yet uſually 
we read of the deliberate, compoſed and 
ſerious profeſſions of many good Chrt- 


ſtians, which they have made on the bed, 


of languiſhing. Solomon ſaith, Prov. 14, 
32, The righteow bath hope in his death. 
And hope grounded on Divine promiſes 
affords us ſuperabundant conſolation. 


When the Prophet 1/aiah was ſent to Hee. 


zekiah, to give him watnivg of his death, 

which was ſuddenly approaching , then 

Hezekiah recolleRts his ſerious —_— 
k an 


3s 


Pe 
ir 
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and reflefts upon his upright walking 
with God in his whole life and convere 
ſation the remembrance whereof ad- 
miniſtred ground of Gngular conſolation 
unto his Soul The Hi'tory is on record 
in holy Scripturez 2 Ki-gs 20. 1, 2, 3, 112 
thoſe days was Hezekiah ſick unto death : 
and the Prophet Iſaiah the ſor of Amos 
came io him, and ſaid unto him, Set thine 
houſe in order, for thou ſhalt die and not. 
live. Then he turned his fuce unto the wall, 
and prayed unto the Lord, ſaying, I beſeech 
thee, O Lord, remember now how I have 
walked before thee in truth, and with a 
perfett heart, and have done that which was 
good in thy ſight, Likewiſe St. Paul, ap- 
prehending the time of his diſſolution 
to draw near , thus raiſeth to himſelf a 
ground of ſtrong conſolation , 2 Tim. 4. 
7, 8, Fer (ſaith he) I am now ready to be 
efered, and the time of my departure is at 
and: I have fought a good fight, I have 


{finiſhed wy courſe, I have kypt the faith; 


henceforth is laid up for me a Crown of 
righteouſneſ«, which the Lord the righteous 
Judge ſhall groe me at that day, and notto 


Je only, but unto all them that love his ap- 


pearing, Wecommony ſay, That the 
houſe of Death is the houſe of Truth 3 
and where the ſenſes are exerciſed, and 
the memory and judgment are not cx- 

G 4 tint, 
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rin?., there will be plain dealing, and 
there will be made plain diſcoveries, As 
for ſuch ( tor them only ] now mention) 
whole hearts are upright with God , the 
remembra:zce of the ſincerity of their 
hearts, next to the conlſolaIticns of Gods 
ſpirit , wil revive their ſpirits on their 
beds of 1::guiſhing, 

Let us coniider before hand, that we 
{ha)l a!l die; for Duath is the common 
lot 2nd portion of all mankind,Heb.g. 27. 
it is Gods appointmeat : Would we not 
thin be glad when we are caſt upon our 
Drath- beds, ro have ſomething at that 
time fo comfort us? when we are leav- 
ing of rhcſe houſes of Clay , and unclo- 
thing of our ſelves of our mortal Bogies, 
what is that which will be a ground of 
comfort to bear up our ſoirits? Will 
thouſands of Gold and Si'ver purchaſe 
the Favour of God? can the greateſt 
Mannor«, Lordſhips, and Revenues of 
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b:iibs Death ro Nay a lenge'r rime? Can 
all ihe Crarders «and Porcn ares of this 
World . ſhau'd they all unite as one 
min, avail avy ihi.g to m-ke our peace 
with Ged? No, qur'tionlefs : For no 
great teria xgos, nor great Riches, can 
either d- 'fverih- a (eclvesor us trom the 
ſiroke 0: Death , nor pacific their own 
nor 
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nor our Conſciences,nor make any peace 
and reconciliation either for themſelves 
or for us at that day, Some in this 
World being arreſted for Debt , have 
wade the Serjeant drunk , and ſo have 
made an eſcape out of his hands, But 
it iS altoger her impoſlible ro dcal fo 
with the grim Serjrant Death 3 none 
can eſcape Deaths dart , wherever they 
run Death wi'l ſtrike them to the heart. 
Now then, when all the Gold and Silver 
which the Univerſe can afford, when all 
the intereſt of Friends, though great and 
potent, cannot adminiſter any comfort, 
peace and ſatisfaftion to us when we lie 
upon oar Death-beds, then Oh then ! 
is that neceſja;y inſtant , when the light 
of Gods gracious countenance, ſhining 
upon us in the tace of Chriſt, can only 
revive our ſpirits, and g've us real and 
durable joy, peace and comfort 5 when 


all creature- comforts «re Phyſicians of Job 13. 4 


no value, empty Cyphers , inſufficient 
and unable to give us any farisſ.,ti- 
on, This then is that goud which the 
Plulmift had exoericnced, ar.d prayed 
for it above a!) befides, Pal. g.6, 7, 8. 
There be many that ſay , Tho will ſh:w us 
any goed © Lord, lift thounp th: Lek: of 
thy countenance upon W. Thou hi} put 
gladveſs in my heart yg more th» 17 the 
t:i1e 
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Fu a time that their corn and wine increaſed. 1 
| ere 10 VUitte © . 

| = rs will both lay me down in peace and ſeep; | 
| te nobu fa- for thou Lord only makeit me dwell in P 


vere, rec2e (ifety, Hence it evidently appears, that 


#0 14 £71- n . : 

tir o:,. the only ſaving good confiſts in the light b 

lare 0 ys» of Gods gracious countenance. For this |*' 

—_ we mait be earneſt and indefatigable | 
#2 Dit to : m 

tis: i4 ſolicitors at the Throne of Grace : Hows» b 


_ , ever the men of the World may frown m 
Fat in h: ©0 11S, and the Riches of the World may | \\ 
mu1do, cur forſake us z YEt if God ſmile on usSs and ! 
impr- per , be reconciled to us in Chriſt, he will p 
ſuns never leave us nor forſfake us , no not 1 
oe ,& &- when we are gray-headed, and upon |," 
ee 146; our beds of languiſhing z and when our 
= tar, ML natural ſtrength fails, and our diſeaſes R 
kw. do much fflict us, and the pains thereof I* 
LE make us roar, th: reflection of our well- 

ſpent time in giving up our ſtrength to 

the ſervice of God, and of improving of of 

our healih to glorifie Gad , will be eyen ; 
\ our Death-beds fingular ground of con” : 
* Tolation, even the reviving of the me- 

mory of ſuch time, ſtrength, and health , 

ſo imployed in the ſervice of God, When I: 


the faithfuleſt of our Friends, and ſuch It 


as are moſt willing to do us good, are h 
nct able to help us at all 3 when learned 
Phyficians have given us over, as alto» |? 


gether deſperate and incurable; and ., 
when the pains and pangs of a long, |* 
waſting) 


WW be Sg tial) wo ww wo 4 
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waſting,lingring and tormenting diſeaſe, 
even a complication of diſeaſes are inex» 
preſiible, and our throats rattle, and the 
abundance of Phlegm is ready to ſuffo- 
cate us, and our eye-ſtrings are ready to 
break , and our eyes are dim and galſltly, 
and every breath we rake (though with 
much difficulty ) 1s like to be our laſt 
breathing. Oh ! then is the time that the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience, that ( as the 
Apoſtle profeſleth, 2 Cor. 1 12.) in fim+ 
plicity, and in godly ſincerity, we had 
our converſation in this world, will a* 
bundantly comfort us 3 and the appre- 
henſion of the love of God in Chriſt will 
revive our fainting ſpirits, and give 
ſtrength in our weakneſs, and raiſe up 
our ſpirits, and make ns couragtous, that 
we ſhall not be afraid of Neath, the Kine 
of terrors 3 which though it be terrible 
in it ſelf, and (as the Philoſopher ſaith) 
the moſt terrible of all terrible things 3 yet 
through the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Death is a conquer'd Enemy 3 Chriſt 
hath conquer'd Death, and took away 
ts ſting. That which makes Death ſo 
terrible, is the ſting of fin ; but when 
the ſting is took away, Death can no 
more hurt us than a Snake that hath loſt 
Its ſting, or an Adder that hath its teeth 


knockt out. The Apoſtle cries our, | 
1 Cor, 
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I Cor. 15, 55, 36, 57. O Death, where 3g 
thy fling * O Grave, where is 1hy vifiory ? 
7 be fling of Death is fin, and the ftreneth 
of ſin is the Law, But thanks be 1s God, 
which give:ch ws the vidory through our 
Lord jeſus Chrift, What is Death to & 
C!i:i!d of G1d , reconciled to him by the 
Ele dot ' hiſt? © It's nv more ( asa 
* diing Saiat ex>reſt) then a Child of 
* God can embrace: with both his arms : 
And he cloſing his arms rogether died 
immediarcly- To a Child of God Death 
is the greateſt preferment 3 by [-ath he 
is tranſlated from a vale of tcars and 
miſery, to everlalting happineſs.” It's 
like 4 Gaol- delivery, which delivers the 
Soul trom the Bodies impriſoninent, and 
ſets it at liberty ro «enjoy the happineſs 
amor:gft Saints in g'ory. VVhat's then 
the grant] duty incumbent on us all? lt 
is tþ!s: {ft we wovld defiretodie happily, 
we mu't irvc holity 3 if we would diethe 
death of it. :1ghreons,, we muſt labour 


Lf 


to irs ih» lite of the righteons : we 


ſkould fo live eyzry day, as we defireto 
bs found 2: the laſt day. And if weder 
fire comfort in our death, we muſt make 
daily preparation , by approving our 
heants io God in a holy and circumſpect 
life and e:mverfation. It is a very great 
meicy and condeſcenſion in God, to ac- 
cevt 
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cept Evangelical inſtead of Legal per- 
fection; and to accept of a willing mind 
inſtead of real performances. For we 
read, Heb.11.17. that by faith Abrabam, 
when he was tried, offered up Iſaac. And 
likewiſe the Apoſtle faith, If there be 2 
willing mind it is accepted, according to 
that a man hath, and not according to that 
he hath not, When then we come to 
die, to conſider that our hearts are ſin- 
cere with God ,, and that cur peace is 
made with him by the redemption and 
interceſſion of Chriſt, and toar all our 
ſins are waſht away, and we are made 
white in the Eloud of the Lamb, theſe 
Meditations will comfort us in Life and 
in Death. 

Let's add herennto for incouragement 
and comfort to the living , the dying 
Speeches of many eminene Saints, wha 
upon their Death-beds breatHh') ttrih 
ſnch ſavoury Spreches, which oiight to 
be had in everlaſting remembrance, T 
ſhall gather ſparingly froin fo great a 
heap, and only ſe)«& ſome choice In- 
ſtances » which deſerve a ſpecial remaitk 
to be ſet upon them. 

Old $:meonr's Song was ſweet before 
his Funeral, ſaying, Lake 2. 29,30. Lord, 
now lettest thou thy Servant depart 17 pedce, 
according to thy Word; for Pine eyes heve 
ſeen ty 1lvation, Stephen 


Io9 


v7, Zo 


$ bows 8- 


pos denv- 
pwjas. 
Vid. Ignat, 
epi|t. ad 
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Stephen , the Protomartyr , breath'd 


forth this dying Prayer, 4s 7. 59. Lord 


Jeſws receive my Spirit, 


Ignatiws , who liv'd in thefirſt Cen* 
tury,who was ( as the Ecclefiaſtical Wri- 
ters ſay) twelve years of age when Chriſt 


was crucified , and afterward St. John's 
Auditor, uſed frequently to ſay, My Love 
i crucified. And when he was brought 
to Martyrdom, and the wild Beaſts were 
let looſe to tear him in pieces, he coura- 
gjoully faid, ** 1 am the Wheat or Grain 
© to be ground with the teeth of Beaſts, 
& that 1 may be pure Bread for my Mas» 
5 ſters tooth : Let fire, rack, pullies, yea 
© and all the torments of Hell come on 
© me, ſo | may win Chriſt. 

Polycarpws, when the Proconſul urged 
him to deny Chriſt, anſwered, *© I have 
© ſerved Chriſt Eighty ſix years, and he 
© hath not done me. hurt, and ſball I 
© now deny him? When they would 
have tied him to the Stake to be burned, 


hedefired to ſtand untied, ſaying, ** Let 


© me alone, I pray you3 for he that gave 
© me ſtrength to come to this fire, will 
© alſo give me patience to abide in the 
* ſame, without your tying. 

Cyprian, that eminent Martyr for the 
truth, after his condemnation , ſaid, 


<< Bleiled be God for this Gaol- delivery. 
Ate 


= 
as a 
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Sett. 3, enjoy in their Deaths. 
| Ambroſe, on his Death bed, ſaid to his 
G Friends about him, © 1 have not fo 
* lived, that I am aſhamed to live any 
[I longers nor fear I death, becauſe 
1" | have a good Lord, Some young men 
I* I ſceing the excellent death of St. 4mbroſe, 
ſt | and hearing what rare ſpeeches, he ut 
*$ [tcred, one of thoſe young men turned to 
PE Fhis fellow, and ſaid, *© Oh ! that 1 might 
it 0* live with you, and die with him. 
te} John Lamberr, a Mzrtyr in Queen Ma- 
& Iry's daies, ſaid amidſt the flame, © None 
nt I* pur Chriſt, none but Chriſt. 
's, | Mr. Bradford, at the Stake in Smith- 
a* Ffeld, embraced the Reeds and Fagots 
ea I which were ſuddenly to be ſet on fireto 
MN Jburn him, and ſaid, ** Strait isthe Gate, 
* and narrow is the Way that leadeth 
ed Þ* unto Life.and few there be thar fiud it. 
VE Jand he enouraged his fellow- Martyr, 
he laying , * Be of good comfort, Brother, 
"for we ſhall have a merry Supper with 
*the Lord this night : If there be ary 
way to Heaven on horſe-back, orin 
Ee fiery Chariors, this is it. 

Martm Luther , that great ſcourge of 
he Pope, and Champion for the Protes 
ant Religion, on his Death-bed ſaid, 
'Thee, O Chriſt, have I tavght, thee 
he Þ þavel truſted, thee have | loved ; into 
d, ft thy hands I commend my ſpirit. 

Yo Bucers 


_———— _ _— 
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Bucer, an eminent Reformer, ſaid neq 
his death, © No «an by talk ſhall with 
« draw my mind from Chriſt crucifiec 
*© from Heaven , and my ſpeedy Depat 
© ture, on which my Soul is fxed, Why 
one adviſea him to arm himſclf again] 
Sa-ans temptations, he anſwered, * $4; 
* ran hath nothing to do with me 3 Goſ 
* forbid but thir now my Soul ſhoulſ* 
& be ſure of ſweer conſolation. 

Jobn Ardlcy, a Martyr in Queen ary] 
dai-s, ſaid, © If every hair of my hea(! 
© werea man. it {bawid ſuffer death if 
&© the faith 1 now ſtand in, To the Cant 
purpoſe William Sparrow ſpake, and ag: 
mes 5t anley, » 10 

Alice Driver y when the Chain was aſi 
bout her Neck, © Here is (ſaith ſhe)|* 
* goodly Ncckerchief, ble{I:d be/ Gut 
** for it, [ 

John Noyes, a Martyr, kiſting the Stal 
ſain, © Blefſzd be God *hat ever I vaſ" 
* born for this day. And'he added farſ: 
ther to his fcljow Martyrs a word of fir J 
o-:Jar conſolation , ſaying , ** We ſha}! 
* not loſe our lives in this fire , 'buf# 
* change them for a betterz and fol, 
© Coa!s have Prarls. &c, { 
Whaz need I proguce any more Ini 
ſtances? with what joy have mary ſin{® 
cere- hearted Chriſtians lookt death by C, 

, nag 


>h;t £7}. 2. enjoy in their Deaths. 
4 ne the fact; ſo that they had rather die than 


witl live ? | . 

ified  MclanFhon rejoyced when he was to 

«pay die, ſaying Thar he ſhould be with Chriſt, 

W hd and enjoy fellowſhip with him and the 
ain} Charch triumphant 5 and then be freed 


& 0 From all thoſe hot diſputes and conteritions - 


» Go of Orviges, which were very great in thoſe 
huull #495. £4 


tary] came to die, ſaid 3 O happy day, when I 
heal ray depart ont of this troubleſome and ſin» 
1th il fu! world, and to go to thoſe bleſſed Souls 
ſam before departed. He writing to his friend 
d A Chytrew, laids If we never ſee one ano* 
) [ther again in this world, yet we ſhall meet 
as ain that place where Luther and Zujnglius 
he) agree very well together. 
Gud Mr. Bolton on his dying bd (aids I 
am now drawing on apace to my diſſolution: 
take Hold out faith and patience, your work 
| val will quickly be attained. 
| far]* That great Magazine of Learnivg Mr. 
F fin{ Job Selden, when hecame to die, faid5 
ſhall Thet he accounted all bis Learning nothing 
buf ## all in compariſon of ChriiF. 
1 fol Mr. Giles Workman , a worthy Mint» 
ſter of the Goſpel in Gloceſter ſbire, a 
« Inflittle before his death ſaid 5 That he had 
' fin44 little ſincerity of heart , and that was a 
k iqgc2mfort ts hin 


thq 


H Mr. 


Grynew , a great Scholar , when he. 
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Mr. John Ferriby, a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel in Eſſex, when he was dying ſaid; 
That be left his Wife and Childrez with 
God, and his graciows promiſes... | 
Mr. Gifford', a Miniſter in Northam. 
ptor-ſbire., ſaid to his Children upon his 
Death: bed 3 .That.if they feared God, (to 
which .he earneſtly exhorted them) they 
ſhould not want ;, but if they did not fear 
Gd4; be wiſht that they might wap till they 
aid fear bims  \ 1, 

My. Sarmel Hicron, a rare Miniſters 

ſe excellent writings praiſe: him in 
the.gate) on: his, Death-bed ſaid 3 That 
the ſame God wha took caxe for the Ravens 
and Sparrows, would likewiſe take care for 
the young Hierqos.;..: RV MIS 77 | 

And ſo it came to. paſs, for Gad ſtirred 
vp:the hearts-of ſome charirably affe- 
fed perſons, who, carefully edycated hig 
Children; and.ſo thoſe young Hierons 


” bs 


were well provided for. -; - | 
-'F ſhall conclude: this thead with rhe 
words of the Plalmiſt; Freciows in the 
feebt.of the Lord 3s the death.of bjs Saints, 
Pſal. 116, 15; S#rely be ſpall not be moved | x 
for ever; the righteous ſball he in ever= | (| 
laſting remembrance ,, Plal. H19,16. And 
Lwill'.only. agd che words' of, Solowong |], 
Prov. tOs. 94..4he memory of the. Ju} # 
bleſſed. ST F 
Tiy4 $ » C H A P. 
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14, Sect. I, II5 


N +..0.HA Þ. IV; 
r- Containing the Happineſs of the 


Saints in Heaven ; or the inex- 
preſſible Conſolations which the 
Godly, even all ſincere-hearted 
Perſons , enjoy in Heaven to all 
Exernity, 


N the third and laſt place, let's con- ;. Te con- 
I fider, or rather admire at the hap- /%; 
' Ipineſs , even the perfetion of all com- {1.4.” © 
. Fforts and happineſs, which the Saints $eg. 1, 
ſhall enjoy after death in the higheſt 
- JHeavens to all eternity. As for all thoſe 
his [who lived in hypocriſie and diſſimula- 
08 ftion, and lived without repentance, and 
: Bo died; and as for all fuch who lived 
the [without God in the world, having no 
the [fear of God before their eyes , but have 
tr, [committed fin with greedineſs, and have 
ed [run into all exceſs of riot and ſodic in 
'r- [their unbelief and impenitency,theſe are 
nd [the Goats which ſhall ſtand on Chriſts 
Ig [left hand 3 and againſt them he will pro- 
# [ nounce that dreadful ſentence of con” 
2 demaation , 44atth- 25. 41. Depart from 
P. H pA me, 


4 


1I5 


3 Cor. 4 » 
1}. - 
ARA P 
v4" 4 % Te 
gin, 


T be Stints happineſs in Heaven,oy Ch. 15 [Set 


me, ye curſed, into everl:ſting fire, pre«|the 
pred for the Devil and his Angels, But alljpre 
upright and fincere-hearted Chriſtians]me 
who are only Chriſts ſheep , they ſhall|wh 
ſtand at Chriſts right hand ; and he willſthe 
pronounce to them that comfortablgtio 
ſoul-raviſhing ſentence of abſolution in 
Come, ye bleſſed of my Fath:r, inherit thijani 
Kingdom prepared for you from the founÞthi 
dation of the world, verſe 34. cat 
However ſuch who are Gods Jewels] 
and precious in fight , are vilfhied andta} 
trampled on by the wicked of the world] nel 
as if they were no better than th- filth off da 
th: world, and the off-ſcouring of all things] ba 
yet at the general reſurre@ion, both off tal 
juſt and unjuſt, there will be a reſurreſ ro' 
ion of the names and of the cauſes off ne 
the righteous, however in this world ce} 
they have been traduced and ſcorned ſea 
Then the meaneſt of glorified Sainty gr: 
(whom this world thought they coulg an 


' not think bad enough) ſhall have thq go 


1urrectivn the godly ſhall be known tc 


preheminence and ſuperiority above alf cl 
the ungodly, though they have beeq| of 
never ſo great in this preſent world 5 fof jo! 
(fo faith the Pſalmiſt, ſal. 49. 14.) thy Ea 
uprieht ſhall h rue dominion over them il to 
the morning. From this Scripture if mi 
plainly appears, thar at the general r 


eh 


em 
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re-Jthe whole world to have dominion and <#:nvi/ 
 all]preheminence above all the ungod'y Porn 
ns] men of this world. And that al! fuch crys 
all] who truly fear God,though in this world 24 
wilſthey were in a poor and abje&t condi- (yy; 
blqtion, yer at that great day they ſhall be v»» n:2: 
nin a better condition, every way rich oe ny 
thjand konourable, and infinitely happicr & --1e 
anjthan any ungodly, great, and rich men * '« ws 
can be in this preſent world, "IE 
ell} Farther, the godly in glory ſh:1' pars Lo. 
nd take of nothing elſe but joy and happi- 
1d] neſs, and the perfeftion of buth 3 but 
of damn=d wretches ſhall be for ever de- 
219 bar'd from all manner of joy , and par- 
of take of nothing elſe but hopeleſs ſor- 
Te] row, and end!cſs miſery. Art the ge- 
of neral Judgment , when all without cx- 
rl ception ſhall appear before the Judoment + 2 Cor. 5. 
dJ ſeat of Chris? then there ſhall appear a '*: 
ity great and wide diffcrence betwe-ri g 01 
If and bad , chaff and wheat , ſheep and 
hq goats : that day will make a great and 
al clear diſtinction, Then all the Enemiss 
eq of Chriſt and of his Church, who re- 
of joyced in perſecuting Chriſt here on 
Earth in his Members, would be glad 
4 to creep into holes (if poſſible) thar they 
f might hide themſclves from the wrath 
of the Lamb, Then they will wiſh that 
a the mountains might fail upon then 1 
| — and 
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: ſhalt) ſee him whom they have pierced, Zech. 


Sed. 2. 
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and thar Rocks and Hills, Dens or Caves 
might ſhelter and cover them from the 
tace of the Lamb ircenſed againſt them. 
'Ther; thoſe bloudy Perſecutors of Chriſt 


12,10, Judas,who betrayed Chriſt with 
a hypocritical kiſs 3 P:/ate , who ( note 
withſtanding the reluancy of his own 
conſcience ) condemned Chriſt to pleaſe] ze; 
the people, and releaſed Barabbax, an in-l 9 
famous Thief and Murtherer 3 the Sol-| ;,, 
diers, who crucified him 5 and after they[as 
had firſt been his Executioners, were his| rig 
Executors to take his Garments : All] wc 
theſe, and all other Enemies of Jeſus] jnt 


Chriſt, ſhall ſee him at that grea? Day to| jn 


their terror and condemnation. Thoſef gn 
gidcy-pated people, who a little beforeſ| of 
cried to Chriſt Hoſarrma, and afterwards | gal 
cried, Crucifie hin, Crucifie hi, ſhall ap-] C 
pear before Chriſts Judgment-ſeat , and] ex 
then receive their ſenrence, Thoſe cur | he 


fed Jews, who wiſht that the blond of | in 


Chriſt might be upon them, ani their Chil. | wi 
dren (except fuch only who are waſht in | 8; 
Chriſt's bloud) (hal) totheir dread, and | þy 
horror be condemn'd for embreviing | m 
their hands 1n the innocent bloud of | yy 


Chriſt. th 


Ar the day of Judgment all falf Judg- 
ments, and untighteous ſentences paſt 
on 


a\ 
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on earth ſhall be reverſt. Pontius: Pilate 
heſwho paſt an unjuſt judgment againſt 
N-1 Chriſt, ſhall kave a juſt judgment: palt 


T upon him. Lutheruſed to fay,that:at:#be 


th 


day of Judgment, John Huſs' and Jerome on : 


of Prague ſhall ap ear 't0 'be good Men, Com, 
when the Pope and his Cardinall: ſhall ap+ 
pear to be vile, and wicked wretches, St _ 
Bernard uſd to ſay. That the Day will , ©." 
'| come, it will certainly come, when God will quundo ma- 
Jjuag vver again all falſe judgreent, But (© !v9icats 
as for all thoſe whoſe hearts were up» p... ven. 
right with God, whilſt they liv'd in this 
world, theſe after death are tranſlated 
into an eſtate of glory and happineſs,and 
in the highelt heavens receive conſolati» - 
ons beyond all expreſſion, and a weight 
of glory beyond the capacity of any mor- 
tal nian, which Chriſt gives to all bs 
Children, who in their Pilgrimage on 
earth, endeavoured with their - whole 
heart, and ſtrength, to ſerve the Lord 
1n ſincerity, and in truth. All thoſe who 
wereon earth Sincere-hearted, and real 
Saints, ſhall be acknowledged robe ſuch 
by Chriſt himſelf at the Day of Judg-= 
ment. Nofin,no failing, nor iT perfect - 
on ſhall at all be layd to their Charge in 
that day; for all failings and fins, »nd all 
manner of imperfections ſhall be wht 
away inthe bloud of Teſus Chriſt. W hat 
H A » EVET 
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. ever good things, the Saints have done 
on earth, ſhall be'all remembred, and 
not. any one thing forgotten at the day 
ofjudginent. But whatever was bad and 
ſinful! thar they: committed on earth, 
; - ſhall not be laydto their Chaige, but 
ſhall be blotted out &f the Book of Gods 
Remembrance, and.Cod will caſt them 
into the depth of the ſea. O : What a 
joyful! day, and full of © omfort will the 
day of. judgment be to all the <Childr:n 
of God! Then they ſhall lift up their 
heads with Comfort and behola him 
who 1s their Judg, as their Redeemer, 
Advocate, Intercefſor, axd Flder Brother, 
and he will pronounce ;jfor them a ſer» 
tence of Abſplution. At that day, all 
glorified Saints ſhall have their bodily 
eyes irradiated with the ſplendor of glo- 
Ty. and they ſhall be inabled to behold 
the Beatificall Viſion , and this is the 
Happineſs of all Happineſs , and this 
only is their portion, and appropriated 
to them alone who are pure 11 hbeart- 
'Thcy are bleſſed (as our Saviour pro- 
nounceth them) Who are prre in heart, 
for th:y ſhall ſee God, Then the S1ints 
io glory ſh2!1 fit in Judgment as Aſſeſſors 
with Chiift, and ſhall approve of the 
righteous ſentence of © hriſt in Con- 
demning their - unrighteous Rene 

en 
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Then they ſhall ſee the Omnipotent E.. 
ternal Jehovah, the Beeing of all Beeings 
the firſt perſon in Trinity uncreated, un- 
begotten , and unproceeding : Then 
they ſhall ſee Chriſt the Mediator of ths 
New Covenant, their only Saviour and 
Redeemer uncreated, but begorren. and 
not proceeding, who is the | omg P::r- 
ſon in Trinity : Then they ſhall ſee the 
holy Ghoſt the third Perſon in Trinity 
neither created, nor begotten, bur pro* 
ceeding from both, The Glorifyd 
Saints (what they believed when they 
were militant on earth } ſhall in heaven 
untlerſtand the great Myſtery of the Tri- 
nity in Unity , and Unity in Trinity. 
One glorified Saint ſhall know more, 
then all the Learned men in the world, 
I'le conclude with this Doxology. 
Now to uh» holy and bleſſed Trinity, and 
one God in Unity, Fat her, Son and Holy 
G hoſt, be aſrribed all Honour and Glory, 
Praiſe and Thank (giving, Dominion and 
Obedience, hencefotth and wnto all E- 
ternity, 


Amen, 
. 
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